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THE 


ADMIRABLE LIFE | 
OF SAINT 


VVENEFRIDE 


| Virgin, Martyr, Abbeſſe. || 


Written in Latin aboue 500% Nan 
aro, by RostRT, Monke and 
Priour of Shrewsbary , of the Ven. 
Order of S. BENEDICT. 


OI ” - wet 
Dew aed into two Bookes, || 
| a ks | 
And now trar:{lated into Engliſh, out |! 
of a yery ancient and authenrical!| 
| Manuicriftt,for the edification an: 
cM fort of Catholikes. | 


By I.F. of che Society of TESWS. | 
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Her memory is worthily hononre nor | 

& Hen whoſe Sonle is paſted to theioyes 
of Angells. S, Max hom.in S.Enſeb. 
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his Vertuous, & much | 


Honored friend, | 
Mrs, | 
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| (Ez Lbeit , your En- 
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alsh Birth , and, 
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/ SON Es end breeding, 
in Pallaces commonly ,| [ 
and Courtes, vwuith = 
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Bo ountrey-UVUoman. 


[ our ſingular Deuo- 
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Noble and Princely "ZR 


ates , haue made [cn al 
Stranger to Wales for the 


greateſt part of your life | 


loſophers calleth them ) 
may vvorthily make me; 


Iyer your Marriage fince,] 


VUIth a chiefe G entleman 


of that C ountry,and many| 
( hildren borne there ( l1- 


ung partes of your ſelfe , 


as that great Prince of Ph1- 


repute you S. Wenefrides 
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KNOPF" lately cauſed you 


[uvhole length of th, a 
Countrey, to viſit the ae- | 
uout &5' meimnnable Place b 
of her Marty rdomse; ; Al 
1424 to that former Rel- 


pect, and a conſtant _— ire| 


DEDICATORY. [ 


novuned S aint, and great 
Patroneſle of W ALES. | 


( as [ haut heard ) fro mea- 


{eruants about you , the 


non beſt des , to that re- e-| 


ſure , vuith no fevy At-| 
Irendants of friends andi 


wvithall n 2») ſelfe , 
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| onour 1 vobat I may, 
16 ſerue you, 2auec PoVUr-! 
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ly pr cuayled, £5 moued: 
»1e tO preſent thts tranſla- 
te F {ite of that glorious 


RGIN, ABBE: SE| 
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novv, to shyne , in her} 
ovune knouwne Graces, 
and daily Honours done| 
by deuout people VNto her; 
vuUIen as other Stars , it 


"thi | 
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| | - DnuDic&Tony. | | 
, ! Ichis late darkenes , owers| 
-| | [ovhelming our Countrey,| 


4\ | Jare quite vanished out of|| 
| 1/11417 g mes (thts: 1 meane, 

3 [unnumerable Men, and 
| |VVomenof Wales, very 
=| { |conſpicuous m tymes paſt,| 
) [for their admired Santti- 
= ; | LY » and honoured in Chur- | 
| | [ches dedicated particular-| 
ly vnto them, are nowv, 
vtterly forrotten, and ne-| 
ur againe, as knovune 
| Saints, to be honoured by\ | 


[0s,ontlin glory vvesball 


tl —— 


les firit( if ve make our 
is Ines vyorthy of that hap- 

[pms , by a neere pradtiſe 
11and perfect imitation of| 


lours S. Wenefride , //il!] 


tes memories are paſt , and 
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come to behould their Sou- 


their Vertues )and Bodies 
afteruvards , out of ther 
nouy contemned , and 
trampled ashes 'reſplen- 
aently rayſed . 

eAnd oo Day-ſtar of 


Or nn 


Shining in the Glory of her 
AAerits , after other Sain- 
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DEDICATORY. - | 
Monuments defaced may 
haue , perchance , a happy 
-| | | Relation ( as the naturall 
{ {Day-ſtarr hath to the r1- 
| [ing Sunne ) to an ending! 
 lof rhis Darke Night of 
| [Religions , different from 
that,anciently by her , and 
holily profeſſed ,( voherin 
: bhewviſe her ovune, and 
| [other Saintes Shrines ,| 
| lhaue byn lamentably dee 
; faced) by a Vushed reſto- | 

ring of Catholique Reli-| | 
gion,uohich as an heauen- 
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| 1 Light hath ſcarſly ener, | 


beene  obſcur ed, m your| || 
OUUNC , or your bands 7 
ancient Familie. 

eA rare Happines nl | 
theſe tymes, and to few 1 
Houſes of Noble note 0 : 


SE o 
: 
2 

F# 
| 8 

i 
4 

« 


[graciouſly affoarded by tne 
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?Autbonur 0 f all Graces, || 
wohereby : 4 4 earthly 
Worth, hath vwuithhea- | 


| ery Graces ben happily 


Imatched; and are (6 em1- 


| [ently nowvy graced , by 


Your 0VURE particular 


: Ver- er- 
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< ertues, as S. Wen tride 
will zladly accepe ſuch 
W Patroneſſe of hert Life) 
| printed, vo [0 bolily 1 imi-| | 

2 [[raterh the ſame, as it UVas 
V} acted by her. V Vherm her, 
0 || Bleſced [nterceſs10n bath | 
: already,and vill 7 doubt 
I [not , perſeuerantly afſiſte|} 
liyou, by obteyning of her[| 
I|Dume Spouſe, 1 empo-| 
\rall Bleſhngs and Eter-| 
wall Graces | for you and|| 
[your's : wobich 1 dailyl| 
owish ; and hartily pray\ 
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1 TO HIS EFF AaDES 


Oz; Mongſt many people 
EK < Apolſtolically conuer-| 

$ ted to the Fayth of 
: > Chriſt, the Dis or 
# ancient © Ach of England, 
Jl are vndoubtedly to be numbred, 
as Or17en 4lts Ezechielem, Tertaul=' 
lian contra Indeos, Dor reckon] Fol his 
Synopfis , Theodoret , and others|} 
haue exprelly affirmed , behdes: 


manv home proofes , hots” preg- | 
nant teſtimonies of that their fo] 
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timely connerhon. Which prim1 
tive Fayth of theirs hauing byn, 
by a continuall mixture of Ro- 
mans, and other Infidells hung 
amongſt them , an1 perſecuting 
[them for the ſame, exceedingly 
| decayed; was againe cultiuated 
by Fugatins , and Damians Apo- 
ſtolicall Preachers, ſent for that 
| Purpoſe by Pope Elerherius Vvnto 
[[them, the very next age after the| | 
Apoltles. In 
Since which tyme albeit they] | 
loſt ro the Saxons, the greateſt, & 
fruitefulleſt part of their Coons 
try , and were enforced to betake| 
(themſelues to the mountanous| } | 
places of Wales as now it 15cal-| || | 
led and Cornewyall; yet haue they 
[tl yanll this laſt age, vnalte-| MF | 
redly maintayned their pr Imitiuve| 
js ,and Religion,as in the firff t 
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[i \taync no other names at this day,! 


| the Tranſlatonr. 


{Monaſteries, and Saintes memo- 


two Chapters of the Proteitants 
Apology tor the Roman Church, 

written by that learned man A. 
Brerely , 1s moſt cleerly proued, & 
'demonſtrated. 

| And to recompence perhaps , 

their Conſtancy therein,and {uf-} 
ferings for it , they were bleſled| 
from tyme to tyme with great 
[numbers of Santes , flouriſhing! 
amongſt them ; lo as many Pa- 
Tiſhes 1n Wales and Cornewall, re.1 
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then ſuch as anciently they Fecea-| 
ued from holy Men and Women! 
luing in them. Amongſt all 
which no one was for fandtity &\ 
miraculous teſtimonies thereof | 
more then S. Wenefride famouſly} 
renowned; and her Monuments| 
now after X generall vaſtation of 
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'{ortvnto the place of FS. Wenefrid' 
martyrdome , & wonder to lee 


\ter gushing there at once, otit of 
the Earth, anda moſt ſumptuous 
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ries 1n our Countrey , remayne 
vndefaced, and noleſſe glorious 
in Wales and England, then S.Ca- 
therines Tombe on Mount Sinaz, 
amonelt fierce Mahomerans and 
 Paynems , is ſtraungely, yet con 
ſerued . 

And as the Sepulcher of that! 
renowned Saint, 1s by faithfull 
peoplein thoſe Eaſterne parts of 
the world Religiouſly vilited: ſo 
in like manner do multitudes of 
holy Pilgrims frequently now re | 


ſuch a floud of Criſtal] pure Wa- 


Chappell ſtanding yet ouer it. So 
that the three Fountaynes neere} 
Rome, which iſſued miraculouſly 
outof theground , where S. Pau 
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then naturall vertues, by giuing 
| 
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was martyred,are not by much fo 
curiouſly with building couered. 
Moreouer, the waters of thisho- 
ly Well, ſeeme to haue in the more 


a musky , and moſt delightful] 
(weetnes to the greene moſſe 
growing on the wals of this ſta- 
rely incloſure , and colouring all 
the ſtones whichlye in the bot- 
rome thereof, with ſpots, as it 
were, of pure bloud , in them 
ſtrangly appearing. Many mira- 
cles alſo haue ben done heereto- 


this place; which becauſe they 
haue not ben by depoſitions of 
perſons ſworne,and publique In- 
ſtruments authentically appro- 


mention , then as my Authour 
doth afterwards recount them ; 


fore to manifeſt the ſanity of| 
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ued, I forbeare heere further to] | 


Ce aiind 


the Tranſlatowr. | 
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and will only (ay, that this Vene- 


rable and Coſtly monument, 15 
the more to be admirea, for that 
itſtandethin ſo hilly, poore, and 
barcen a Countrey, which hath 


(carſly any thing , but this fayre 


— 


a remarkable in it,cxadly 


therefore drawne out by A. Speed 
in his Table of Flint-jbyre, andin 
his Comment hiſtorically decla- 
red;yet with this tale ridiculoufſy}f 
added, that Catholiques viſiting 
the Well,do really believe thered-| 
nes of the ſtones to be the Mar- 
tyrs very bloud, and the Moſſe 
growing therein her hayre, like 


to one of Oujds Metamorphoting| 


Fables. | | 
The Life of this Noble Virgin! 
and Martyr, was diligently and] 


authentically gathered ( as him- 
ſelfe in his Prologue profefleth )] 
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of the holy order of S. Benedia, 


for his great fincerity, by Card:- 
all Baronins ,Surius,Caparane, Pts, 
Poſseninus , and others, worthily 
commended. Whoſe booke cop- 


ſenſe faithfully tranflated , :and 
done no otherwiſe in altering the 
Authors old phrafes, ſcarſely EX- 


Welſh courte frize, and put hn 


Karelay. | 
And it the matter of the Booke, 


conteyning 1n 1t ſundry ſtrange 


| 


— 


OC 


by Robertus Salopieaſis , a learned| 
Monke and Prjoxr of Shreybury, 


lwing in King Stephens tyme, &( 


pied truly out of an old authent1. 
[call Manuſcript, I haue heere in| 


| 
prefliblein good Engliſh, then as | 
if I had ſtripped ſome body out of| 


and miraculous paſlages, ſhall; 
feeme ridiculous to Proteavr | | 


into a ſuite of Enghſh playne; | 
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| |they. will be their owne choolers, 
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[forthe penned firſt his Hiſtorie, 


propoſed vnto them , auoyding 
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chancing to read them , 1t 15 not 
much to be wondred at, {irhence 


euen 1n the very behliefe of ſacred 
Verittes themſelues, diuinely re- 
uealed ; and fleight, as fabulous] 
Legends, the Liues of Saintes, 
written by S. Athanaſius, S. Am- 
broſe, S. Hierome, S. Climachus, Se 
Gregory, and other holy Fathers. 
It ſufliced my Author,and ſoit 
ſhall me,that deuout Catholiques 
for whole inſtruction and com- 


will piouſly and probably afſent 
to that, which heere is credibly 


twoextremes therein ; the one15 
of belicuing things oucrlightly, & 
the other of belicuing nothing at 
all but as fancies, and ſecIlfe-opi- 
\nions do guide them. The which, 
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In 
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t] | fin Searies following commonly{| 
el | this latter extreme in their 1udg | 
p [ment of Catholique writings , 15|| 
6 {2 kind of Infidelity, and Impiety | 
| [mixed togeather : for if God be 

$| wonderfull in his Saintes ( asthe|| 
,| | [Royall Prophet telleth vs, Pal. 

-| | 167.) and Chriſtin his Aſcenſion 

Fo | [cowards heauen did fo expreſly|} 


| |promiſe,that theſe ſignes thould 
it] | [follow ſuch as did beheue in him, 
| [In my name (laid he ) they wall caft\ 

out Dinells , they 5hall ſpeake vith 
eV tongues &c. why Should wel 
| vpon probable teſtimonies refuſe 
to belicue, ſuch wonders to haue 
[ben done by Saintes, as diuine te- 
[ſtifications of their crue Fayth ,| 
and great graces heere obtayned?| 
The ſacred body of this Virgi- 
nall Bleſſed Saint, was ſolemaly| 
cranſlaced to Shrevsbury 1n this 


| I Nl 
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Authors eyme1n the yeare of our 
[Lord 1138. andrajgne of K. Ste- 
hem, and there, in his owne Ab- 
vey magnificently interred , that 
greater honour and veneration, 
in {o populous , and Religious a 
Citty(as that was then } might be 
yielded vnto it; where 1t conti 
 [nued, for aboue 400. yeares , call 
Heretic preuayled ytterly to ouer- 
throw 1n our Country the publi-| 
[que profeſsion of Catholique Re- 
[l1g:0n , anddeface the Venerable 
monuments tnereof euery where 
| almoſt then extant. In which co-! 
} 


' 


mon ruine & calamity hapning, 


{the ſhrine of this oreat Saint with 
| [Numbers of others became ſacri- 
 [legtouſly defaced, and her facred 
jReliques lye "Ie: diſperſed God 
|knoweth where or how yntillby 
[his omnipotency, they ſhail come! 


—— eb 
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the Trevſlatonr. 
| ]to be vnited againe, & moſt glo- 
--| | |rioufly rayſed, For God ( faythrhe|]| 
bs ſame holy Prophet Pal. 33. ) doth | 


. 
dl as. mt. 4 


ti © [conſerue all the bones of his ſeruants:|| 
, and it hath increaſed 1 doubt nor! 

a their 10yes accidentallin heauen, || 
2 E [ro haue had heere on earth for his] | 


lake, their Reliques by the Chur-| 
ches enemies, and haters of true| 
Religion contemprtuoully abuſed, 
after due Reuerence yeilded by 
deuout people vnto them, and, 
ſingular bleſſings reccaued from| 
Almighty God by their powertull| 
jintercefbon , | 
Neither haue moderne Seta- 
ries ſhewed in any one at more, | 
the little Communion , which| | 
they haue 1n this world, or are} | 
likely to haue in the other , wick] 
the Saintes of Chriſts Church, 
then in contemaing, ſcattering, : 
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(what I bonour in their fl:5h and bones 
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Iwriteth thus , Scrm 93. de Santiis 


ED NY 


and deſtroying cheir Reliques, 
of which in generall S. Ambroſe 


Nazario & Celſo. If thou aske me 


now diſſolued ana conſumed? I honeut 
in the Martyrs flech , the ſcarres of 
thoſe woundes , Which for Chrift he 
ſufteyned;1 hononr the memory of bis 
veriue Hill lining ; I honour in al 
ashes the ſeedes of Eternity; I bonour 
the body that taught me to loueChri#t, 
and not to feare the cruelleſt death for 
him Why should not faithfull ſoules 
honoar that body, Which Diuells trem- 
ble at ? &c.quod Chriftum honoranit 


in clo: that body 1 ſa), which hono- 
red Chriit in the ſword , and which 
hall Fries With him in Heaucn 
Theſe ( ſayth S. Bafill ſpeaking of 
the 40. Martyrs Reliques) are thoſe 


—_———— — .——— 
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in eladio, quod cum Chrifto regnabit| 
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Vo protect our Countrey , and like 
frong ToVers guard vs from our ene- 
mics . 

Wherefore I may vſe, of ſuch 


as ſcattered , and deſtroyed the! 


__ Tren/lstonr. 


holy reliques of S.Werefride , and 


$ [many other Saintes in our Coun- 
| [ly , S. Gregory Nazianzens words: 
in his firſt Oration againſt 7ul;an| | 


the Apoitata z Thou hai not reue- 
renced the Hoaites ſlaine for Chri#t, 
bloud, or other ſmall ſzenes of their 
paſsions , can Yorke the ſame effetts| 
hich their ſoules themſelues can doe 
to witſuch ſudaine cures of infir- 
mites and diſcaſes,as Se Anitin lib. 
22.de Cinitate Dei cap. 8. affirmeth 
by S. Stephens Reliques , as they 
pa fſed through CAYfrigne towards, 
Rome , to haue byn done 1n his 
preſence: which Proteſtants: will 


ts. Al... | 


S + w__ 


3 as 


Whoſe bodies, yea very drops of their) 
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| | The Preface of 
25little belicue, as they do the m1- 
raculous paſlages of S. Wenefride 
[recounted 1n this Hiſtorie , a» 
mongſt whome there is no one 
| [ſo ftraunge, but the like may be] 
p_ in other Saintes liues, by] | 
holy & ancient Fathers authen | 

[tically written; and in ſome of 
them far more ſtraunge: which 
[ptouſly read, & probably belieued 
by faithful foules for 1400. yeares 
fince,cannot but temerarioully be} 
reieted now, and contemned by 
Proteſtants; whoſe corrupt Iudg- 
comer" as I regard notin this my 
| tranſlation : fo Ihope good Ca- 
| jcholiques will read it with edih:- 
| ]cation and comfort. For it may 
| [well delightthem, as it doth me, | 
| [to thinke that we haueanciently 
| [had ſuch ſtoreof renowned Sain. 
tes Jiuing in our Country, as, be- 
Eo 2; | 
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the Trenſlejenr. 
lides this lite, D. H arpsfeid,the En- 
gliſh Martyrologe , Prudearnall| 
Ballance, M. Broughton, and other 
ancienter hiſtorians do witnelse, 


though the Names, andliues of 
the greateſt part of them are on- 
Y |ly in the booke of liferegiſtred, 
(jand will in the generall Iudgmeer 
J |be gloriouſly reucaled. 
| That S. Wenefride likewiſe , 
ſhould liue againe, after her head 
cutoff, and do the things which 
heere are written of her 1n her 
Hiſtorie (the chiefe blocke whichf| 
incredu{ous Readers perhaps wall 
| E [{tumble at )1is no more hard to} 
be beliened, then that Lazares af- 
cer he had ben dead, and ſtinking 
(in his graue, ſhould line agayne, || 
In Als graue , gayne, 
ftattable with Chriſt, and be B1- 
(ſhop of Marſills in France many 
[yeares after. Andifit be obiected 
— " -— | 
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' The Preface of 
[ha Chriſt himſelfe , did worke 
that miracle, able to do all things: 
[may well anſwere, that he pro- 
| |[miſed his owne power , and far] 
greater wonders then himſeltfe|} 
had wrought, to be done by his 
ſeruants, extant now In authen-| 
ticall Hiſtories as certainely fince| | 
| performed . 
| Laſtly, It:ntreatmy courteous 
Reader , for a Concluſion of this} Þþ 
my Preface, to note & mend with 
[his penne, theſe enſuing errours| | 
of my Tranſlation, committedin| | 
che HR by ſtrangers, wholy 
1gnorant of our Engliſh tongue. 
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Faults eſcaped in the Printing. 


|| 
IP Ag. 24.1in. 7. dele that 
P pp lin.9. where read which 
J\Pag. 75. lin. 1.as read or 
g|\Pag. 82.1in.g.their read his 
Pag. 88. lin. 5. dele fo 
Pag. 94-lin. vit. bis read this | 
$ |\Pag.103.lin.11. dcle moſt ſi 
 |Pag.rog.lin. 16. ſaying read ſaid | 
8 (Pag.n1g. lin.vit.noble Virginity, read} 
| Martyrdome for your Virginity: 
2+, Sa dele of your Martyr-| 
Wome. -. 
| | Pag 121. lin. 14. dele he 
| | Pag.128. lin.s. Charity read Clarity 
Pag.146.1in.16.1n, read ina ſuddaine 
Pag.148.1in.14.and to be, dele to 
Pag. 165. lin.z.fall read fell 
Pay.173.lin.10.Tales, read that Coun. 
rey « 
Pag.204.lin.7.ſtreames read ſtreame 
| & |Pag.225. lin. 2. hath read had 
| Y [Pag.25r. lin.g.was read he was 
Pag-269. lin. yr, little red fo little. | 
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The ' Prayer , and Sequence of S. 
[|] Wenefride, taken forth of the 
ancient Miffall of England, accor-' 
i! ding tothevſe of SARVM. 


| Oratio. 


Mnipotens ſempiterne Deus, qui 
| beatam Wencefredam Virginitatis| | | 
| [przmio decoraſti : fac nos quefumus| þ } 
| /cius pia interceffione , mundi hujus| | | 
blandimenra poſtponere, & cum ipſa| 

rennis gloriz ſedem obtinere. Per| | 
Dani noſtrum &Cc. 4 


The Prayer. 


A Lmighty and cucrlafting God, Who 
©" haſt adorned Bleſſed Wenefride with 
the reward of Uirginity; grent vs We be. 
\ſcech thee , through her =_ interce/-| l( 
[ſion , to ſet afide the delights of this 
| | World , 4nd obteyne with her, the throne! 
| |of exccrl aſting glory . Through owr Lord 
1cſus Chrift & 6. | 3: 


| 
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SEQVENTIA. 
'V Irgo vernans velat Roſa, 
Agni Sponſa ſpecioſa , 


Martyr Chriſti pretioſa, 


Wenefreds floruit. 


Ex Britannis oriunda , 

Fide firma , ſpe iocunda, 

Atctu ſana, mente munda, 
Mundi menda caruit- 

| 

{Hanc occidit Carodocays , 

Quem mox ſorbet Orci focus, 

Qui prauorum extat locus, 

Quo Sathan cxuitur. 


{Huius argumento rei , 
Fors ebullit nutu Det, 
({Rubricatz ſpecici, 


Quo caput prxciditur, 


Mira multa hic patrantur, 

| Cxci vident, muti fantur, 
|{Morbi omncs wc gn 

| Cum fide petentium. 


| Glorioſa Penefreds , 


Maris flutus nobis ſeda, 


|Ne fiamus hoſti przda, 
Pia fer przfidium. Amen. 
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Diſeaſes which in bodies larke 
eAre carcd, when Fayth is not Wweake. 


And free 115 ſo from Sathans dread 


S a ſweete Roſe in pleaſant ſpring , 
Of hc awenlyL ambe Spouſe lowely faire 
Aud Martyr deare of Chrit our King 
Sd. Wenefrede did floarich here. *© 


DeſeenJed Well of Brittich race , 
In Faytn woWw firme , and Hope ſecare, 
Pith Workss Holy, and Soals in Grace ,| 
From Worldly filth perſencred pare. 


This ſacred Mayd did Cradoeke kill, | 
And him Hell ſwallowed preſently, | 
Where tcarcs in vayue do run downe ſtill 
And Sathan burncs incefiantly. 


A Token ſure of this ſlrang thing , 

Beſpotted all With blouddy red : 
A Well by Gods command doth ſpring 
here Tyrant ficrce cnt off her head. 


Heere wodersgreat Gods hand doth worke| 
The blind do ſec , the dumbe do ſpeaks , 


—_ 


O glorious Virgin Wenetrede, 
To vs th: racing ſea appeaſe , 


_—_— 


That he ou vs may nexcr ſeixe. Amen. 
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THE AVTHORS 
OWNE PROLOGVE 
TO THE LIFE 
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Ss. WENEFRIDE, 


a_—_ 


| | 
| | [otheright VER Father Cart. 


#us Prior of Worcefter , Robert , his 
ſpirituall Sonne, Prioralſo vnwor-' 
k © of Shrewsbary , wiſheth Grace 
ro walke vprightly in the way of 
Gods Commandements. 


) I'NCE bewhohath 
FN Teceaned the leail ta- 


bound aritabl ro imploy the 


ts... | 


SC ) lent at Gods bands, is, | 


A ſame) 
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iz» Tre AvTHoRSs 
[ame, zu the [eruce of him w10 
| freely beStowed it, and to the 

good of ſuch as may be edified 
uy benefitted ſpiritua'ly by it; 
not hiding the [ame vader 4 bu- 


Fs , which will become the 
more his owne by being charita- 
bly communicated to others in a 
holy imitation of our Redee- 


|ru[ty feared, out of this reſpec, 
ro conceale from others, onted 


WD, —lWlcc_l/ i _ __ 


[shell, or reſeru:ng it ro bumſelfe, 


mers bounties, and graces pon 
vs pmuer ſally beſtowed: I haue 


lin the {ame band of Chriitian 
Eaith , and Charity with me,| 
| [4nd nd parucularly from your 


TY | Fes, | 
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Depicaroky. + 


Venerable ſelfe , much re/ pected 
by me , the Collection which 1 
haue lately made of the Bleſſed 
Virgin S.Wencfrides life:the 
- #5 whereof , will, I doubt 
nor, help much to inccef aud 
peri heauenly piety, and loue 


plarly to many sbining in Y 0; 
delighted alſo to dilate the glory 
of God, Y& his Saints by wor kes 


| 
like ro ls which you haue by| 
frequent letters, and earneſt in-| 


| 


treaties required of me, 
I baue gathered the ſame,| 
partly from the Ancient , and 


ondoubted Monuments of ſuch 
-  Mo-| 


Dm 


emmently already , and exems-| | 
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[anthity of life , and Religious 


| Tbree cauſes haue moued me 


Monaſteries, and Churches 4s 
this Bleſſed / irgin 1s Knovone tO 
hane Lued in , and partly from 
che. rel ition of ſundry Ancient 


Prie(ts, for ther great learning 


profeſsi0n, made Venerable , 
worthy of all credit, in their 
aſsertioas , and depofi ijons onto 
Me . 

ito publish the true knowledge 


of th1s Saints life, ſo by me at- 
rayned onto. The —_ a 
[Wholſome feare ( as T haue [41d ) 
ro be reproued by my Eternall 


Iudge, for hiding onder groiid,| 
x and| 


li 


Id Pm, 
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land not umploying frofitably as 
I ought the talent which he hath 
lent me. T he ſecond, was my eſ- 
peciall loue, and deuotion to this| 
moſt renowned Virgm and Mar 
tyr of our Countrey, that by her 
[anttity, and great mertts heere| 
by me declared , «he might by 
faithull ſaules be the more de-| 
wourely honoured , ſerued , and 
| p__ Unio . 4 be Third, Was 
a particular deſire which 1 baue| 
charitably had to eaifie my 0'wne | 
Brethr en, humbly in ther dewo-| 
7100s and inſtantly intreating 
this Lelows of me. 
As for S. Wenefrides pre-|| 
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tended 10urney 0 Rome, and 
other particulars vulgarly on-| 


ly , and by perſons of no credit 
fabulou[ly reported, I have who- 


ly omitted them ; and forborne| 


likewiſe to ſet downe [ome other 
certaine, and Undoubted rela- 
trons,concerning her life, becauſe 
[ would not be tedious, and ouer- 
large 1n my manner of writing : 
this which T haue heere gathered 
berng [efficient , in my opinion, 
and yours alſo Thope,to declare 
the emment [anftity and graces 
of this moit ſacred Virgin, by 


| 
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{whoſe powerfll mterceſs10n,| 
and your holy prayers, I hope to| 


L-® 
Qy 
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receatte , at her beauenly ſpoues|| 
hands , ſome ſmall reward of 
my labours, and paynes in this 
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Iworke undertaken. 
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'THE FIRST BOOKE, 
conteyning the Hiſtory of 
S. Wen: fridas Lite. 


CHAPTER 1, 
Of S. Beano h1s great ſandtz- 


Fo _—_— 
— — I — 


ty ; how he was  m{pired by 
God to goe 10 D, Wenefrids 
Father; how liberally be Was) 
entertayned by bem, and had 
his only child commended for 
her Education onto bim. 


N the Welterne part of 


L great Britannoy , called 


y A PPaless 


| 
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I/rales, O10) ;ned Eattwards t 
in the nd continent, with 
[Englard,and rounded on all 
other ſides with Seuerne;and 
thc Ocean , Rourished in ti- 
mes paſt omit Sain- 
| [res men and women of fin- 
[gular ſanctity and merit, as 
their ſcuerall Shrines and 
{tately Monuments yet re- 
mayning do teltify;among(t 
whome, i in King Eluth the 
[| ſecond his ryme, one S. Beu- 
0 was for his wonderfu1l 
| graces eſpecially renowned; 
| (who having, our of a holy 
| def1 Ireto imitate the pouer- 
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| Of S. Wenefride, un 
ty of his heauenly Lord, 
and to become a true P1l- 
grime heere on earth, for-| | 
ſaken his owne Countrey, 
jand trodden vnder foote 
ſuch glorious pompes, and, | 
pleaſures of the world as he 
might at home haue en-| 
ioyed , made himfelfe firſt} 
la backs , and ſoone after 
arriued to (uch perfetion 
and ſanctity of life , that he 
Eecame A cockanon Fathct | 
of Religious petſohs. 
For no ſooner had he| 
built a Church and Mona-| 
[tery it in one place, and fetled} | 


| there- 
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[and great parity of lite , a 
| | 


i Jed to another part of the 


' The Admirable ife | 
there 10 regular diſciphne 


[12 


certiine number of Reta. 
'gi0s perſons, but he trauel- 


Countrey, \ todo there the 
like allo, as Gods holy ſpi- 
rit for the bencht of many, 
peculiarly directed him ; ſo 
That at length he entred in- 


| 


porent Lord called T belich 
fonne to a chicfe Counſel- 
"5 of the King, &a princi- 
pal gouerner of theCofitry, 


birth, by his Noble, Reli- 


who equalled his 1lluſtrious| 


ro the territory of a rich, &| 


Re eee 


in War} 


ll 
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| Of S. Wenefride, 13] 
gious, & exemplar demea- 
nours . : 
When Venerable Bemuno 
came to this Lords houſe, 
he was molt reſpeAtfully by] 
(hin cntertayned, and after|} 
coaritable ſalutatios paſlled| | 
betweene them, the Saint 
'tould him , that he was ſent] | 
by God to erect a Church| 
\1n his Territory, as he had 
| [done inother places: and 
3-2 not{ ſaid he )but that 
God hath by a very feruent|| 
and peculiar inſpiration ,|| 
drawne me hither from his 
other ſeruants, with whome| | 
FF EZ.” | 


nm nt — ——— . -- 


| {mall parc of your ample 
inheritance, to rayle there- 


I 


'j14 The Admirable life 


| hucd els where with great 


| |content, to performe ſome 


great good particularly for 
you, and yours . Wherefore 
for his diuine Maielties ſer- 
vice, I humbly intreate a 


in a Church, where others 


{for your ſafety, 


with the Saintes Vencrable 


with my ſelfe will daily pray 
The Noble man mouecd 
aſpect and (peaches, reſol- 


ned forthwith , to graunc 
what he asked , and yiclded 


this wiſe anſwere vnto him: 


Wirh 


wy AA Lacs 


| Of 8. Wevefride, 15] 
W ith good rea{on, holy Fa: 
| ther, am | bound to gjue| 
| | [youa partof what Lands I 
pollcile, for the ſeruice of 


him, who gaue all ynto me: 


and 1 conceauc indeed that| 
you haue pleaſured me] 
much, in asking this Cha-| 
rity of me , more profitable 
to my lelfe, then to you. 
W herefore this very Man-| 
nour which now 1 live in, 1 
do from this tyme forward 
Ilwholy alienate fro my ſelfc 
and all myne, yielding the| 
poſſeſſion, & all right ther: | 


of moſt gladly vnto you: 


C—_— ———— 


and 


ST 


— 
and hawng no more then 


one child, a tender Virgin, 
the greacſ delight indeed, 
and woridly 1oy of my harr, 
[i wil} beſ:tdes bequeath her 


ſand _. that her life 
|may be holy, and her con- 
ucrſation ſuch, as may be 
pleaſ! Ing to Gol and con- 
tentfull to me alſo. 

And having put the 
Saint in poſleſſion of the 
place,and promiſed moreo- 
uer to help him 1a the buil- 
ding by him intended, for 


\ja conuenient aboad of Gods| 
Reli- 


co your holy inſtruftions,| 


| [16 _ The Admira hie l: fe | 
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'F Of S. Wenefride. 17(\ 
Religious childien and ler- | 
[uants , he choſe atcerwards| 
la place for himſelfe ro dy ell 
In, vpon a high hill over a- 
gainſt it,that when he could 
not inioy the holy mans] 
preſence, he might a far of|| 
looke at lealt towards him, | 
jand recreate. himlſelfe often| | 
[inthe day , by being with 
him holily and continually | 
limploycd in the ſcruice of 


God, ſpiritually contoyned. |. 
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How S . Wenefrides Parents 


uour Auaitours and obedient 
children : How likewiſe S.| 


ſolued to leaue the world,and 


a A i 
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did help the Saint in building] 
his Monaitery; become alſo 
with therr Daughter bis de-| 


Wenefride pon hearing 
S.Beuno's exbortations,re- 


conſerue her oirginity , in- 
treating him to moonue alſo 
her Parents thereunto. 


Hen .the Saint 
began to build 


[E-- Of S, W enefride, 19] 
his Church and monaltery | 
the Lord Theuith did not} 
faile with meanes liberally] 
ro further it 5 vouchſahing|| 
alſo many times to put his | 
lowne hands to this holy|| 
worke for the example of | 


i 


others, and the ſooner to h- 
nish it, asa thing by him 
for the glory of God , and 
good of his owneſcule, ex-| 
ceedingl y defired. Soas the 
Church was no ſooner ray» 
ſed,and made hi for the ho-|} 
| | [ly manto preach, and offer] | 
| jthe dinine Sacrifice in, but | 

himſelfe with his Wife and 


B 2 VV ene- | 
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| 
| 
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| 
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| 7 Fenefride his Daughter , 


[nently to practiſe in her life, 


20 The Admirablelife | 


were daily and deuoutely 
preſent, atſnch holy exer- 
ciſes,he obſeruing ſtill rhis 
Cuſtome to place his Child 
at the Saintes feete whilit 
he preached, willing her to 
be attentiue to his (peaches. 
\VVhich became not fruit- 
les in her ſoule, holily euen 
then in her tender yeares, 


and gracioully prepared fer- 


ſuch heauenly documents 
jas from the Saints mouth 
s$hc continually learned. 
And herdelight in hearing 

= | bi 
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| Of S, Wenefride 21|| 
| [him was ſuch, as with leaue 


of her Parents she often vi- 
ſited him alone by her (elte, 
to be enriched the more, 
with a profitable, and pra- 


verities from him. 
| And albeit her Parents, 
as their molt gracious and 
only child, dearely affeted 
her , and had placed( after 
a worldly manner) the only] 
Hope of their poſterity'in 
her , by reſoluing with an 
ample dowry to marry her 
in due tyme, to ſome No- 
bleand chiete perſon of the 


——— 


Ricall knowledge of diuine| 


Wy 


— _ 


22 | The Aamirable =_ 49 
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Country ; ; yer was itathing 
molt gratetull, and delight- 
full varo them, to (ee her 
repayre often vnto the 
Saint, and to ſeaſon her 1n- 
nocent Soule, as a cleane 
vellell ordayned by God to/ 
contayne afterwards a great 
meal ure of heaucnly graces,| 
with truc picty taught vn- 
ro her by him, till aclength 
her heauenly Spouſe , by 


clearc illuſtrations, and ar- 


ly ſpirit, began to worke 
her ſweetly for himſelfe, & 
t 


dent inſpirations of his ho-| 


[|to make the very chonehs 


4 —” >. ls * 
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Of 8. Wenefride. 230l 


ofa ft a worldly husband , ha- 
cefull to her loule, begin- 
ning to be ennamored of 
| |his owne dinine beaury,and 

[reſo[ued , if she could , by 
lanRtiry of life, and her: Vir- 
ginity oreſerued, PR to 
[cnioy him. | 
But now a feare only by 
her humbly, and durtitully 
Iconceaued , of diſpleaſi ing 
her Parents, by imparting 
this her purpoſc vato them, 
crroubled her very much, 
[chough daily therein more 
ardently, and vnalktera- 


bly inflamed ; cill at Jengeh 
B 4 in 


—— 
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Ih The Admrabie hfe © | 
Nh this doubtfull conflict, 


| 
b-rwo.ene humane & divine ; 
Lit 


——— 
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| [ioue palling 1n her thoghts, 
che powerfull ;[[uminator,| | 
and be it Zz1retour of holy| , 
ſoules 1ntcriourly {luggeited| | 
| |tis counſel vnto her, that 
|by Sam Beuno , whoſe holy| | || 
ſpcaches had occaſioned| || | 


- | {this pious reſolution firlt in 
her hart firmely then roo- 
&d, to propoſe it vnto her! 
Parents , Whoſe power and 
[authority she wiſely knew 
||fo be very great with them, 
by reaſon they Lodoarel 
him much,and in all things 


——_—___ 


| 1 _ Of 8. W enefride. 25|} 
he ſaid, gladly obeyed him. | 
VVhertore one day finding 


him alone, after his manner{|| 


! holily recired, she humbly 
and boldly manifeſted her 
| [purpoſe thus vnto him. | 
! | Holy Father,I come here 
| [to make knowne vnto you[| 
the holy fruites of your 
| {ſpeaches , and Gods graces 
| [rogeather in my Soule , 
whereby 1 haue byn effe-|| 
ctually , and ( I hope ) hap- 
pily moucd to eſtrange my 
ſelfe wholy from Worldly|; 
contentments, and to con-|| 
ſecrate my Virginity purely |} 
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| The Admirable life E 


[ſeeching you, fu — for 
|[me, my Parents good [eauec 


'J in her , willingly vnder- 
tooke to obteyne of her| 
Parents what She deſired} 


COTE EY —_ <> 


"+ 


to him, who liberally gaue 
me the beeing | haue , and 
hath hitherto colerued this 
enriching Treaſure graci- 
oully in me ; Humbly be- 


_d permiſſion ſo ro conti- 


nue. The Saint forthwith as] 


beyond all expreſſion. de- 
lighted to know that the 


ſeedes of dinine grace ſowne| 


by his ſpeaches , were be- 
ginning to grow fo happily 


: throgh| 


OO — NR 


Of S.Wenefride. *27 
throgh the cohdence which 
he had in their (1ngular pie» 
ty. towards God, & readines 
to do what his * Wes Maie- 
ty would haaue them. 


CHAP, 111. 


————_ 


frides defire to her Parents, 
obtey neth their grant therin; 


| rare beginninges of futtire 


in their Daughter . 


He holy ma,a power- 
fullOratour wth the 


N 


they gine away 1n almes berl 
intended dow: p, & 1oy to [ee 


S.Beuno propoſerh SV Vene-| 


—___ 


{anthity, and ſolide vertues 


whol 
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who as Children reuerent- i 
ly reſpected, and delired to g 
{obey him, in a heaucnly| | |t 
language imparted vnto| | 8 
them 8. V Venefrids delires, b 

[if 

y 


— 


ai — 
—_Al 


(land made them withall ca-| | |t 
pable to know,that it would| | 
be no ordinary a& of their| | 
due loue to God,gladly and 

freely to dedicate to his ſer-| 
Juice what in this world was| | | 
| |[deareſt ynto them. Their| } 
[[ſanſwere ynto him , with] | | 
||[teares of ioy and prayſing A 
of Chriſt for his graces at- 
[[foarded, ſo ſingularly, to 


their child , was no other| | 
then) ; 


— I —_——_—— wt _ 
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Of S. Wenefride. 29{| 
t-| [then a full , and free leaue| 
ol | ginen to S. FYVVenefride of} 
y forſaking the world to ſerue 
o| | jher heauenly Spouſe, who 
5,| | [by ſo highand holy a voca-t| 
tion, had called her vnto| | 
him. | | 

r| || Andſo wishing hera hap-|| 
di | py progreſle therein , they] 
.| | irefolued allo to draw out of} | 
5| | \the ſame this benefitt to 
r| | |cheſelaes, that giving away 
1] | {to the poore , her ample 
d, 


OE 


A... 


— 


| | dowry for a ſecular maria- 
'ge by them prepared, and 
| [diſtributing in holy vles 


beſides, a very great part of 


oo £ gy 


_—W —— 


zo T be damirable fe | 

their owne princely wealth 
and poſleſsions as trouble-| | | 
[ſome vato them,and ( with 


| 

t 

t 
pouerty delighted ) due to| | |x 
| the king of heauen, who by] | |: 
f 

] 

{ 


c{pouling their Child was 
growne to be heyre as it 
were vaco them;they might 
[run more lightly the way of| | |; 
[his commandements, & in| | |: 
a holy freedome fro world-| | [r 
[ly ſolicitudes ſpend, & end 
the remainder of their life] | | 
in gayaing to themlelues| | 
[heauenly treaſures eternal-| | 
ly co enrich them : wherein| | 
they became animated af 
| _ ker/] 


Ke —— —_ 
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| 


|[ments, daily extended her- 


| [and feruent practiſes of hu-|| 


| [freely vato her. 


(his Cell where she might 


El —O'——— 


— —————————— ———————————— | 
terwards by the rare exam- 
ple of their daughters VCcr- 
tues; who ouer-ioyed at ficlt] 
with their leaue fo obtay- 
ned,and freed from former 
ned,and freed from former 
feares of worldly entangle- 


ſclfe to courſes of ſanctity 
and perfection by frequent 


mility, and punctuall obe- 
dience to her holy Father, 
permitted by her Parents 


So as now a corner neere 
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Iighefully drawe , through 
Der eares to her ſoule, the 
vitall breath of his heauen- 
iy diſcourſes, was in the day 


'ityme her delightfulleſt Ma- 


k on : and watching whole 
nights in the Church, knee- 


ling or proſtrate before the 


{ 


Aultar, when extreme wea- 
rines and deadly fleep did 
not poſleſſe her, was to be as 
in her ſpouſes W) chaber, 
raiſed by amourous choghts 
of his wonderfull Perfe- 


ctions, andrapt with pureſ 


delights, freshly cnery day 


eommunicated vnto her.So 


Sg , 


As 


| 
| 
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as to heare h1m only named; 
cauſed a iubily in her ſoule, 
by blushing and tearcs to! 
ſuch as beheld her [weetely 
diſcouercd . 

And as internall oUi'rs 
did woderfully adorne her;' 
l{o were not external] OrAces 
wanting vanto her : for her] | 
face was matchles in bewty| | 
and by a rare modeſty ex-| | 
ceedingly graced, Her ſpea- 
ch was ſweet, neuer but lea-| 
ſurely and ol y vttered.|| 
The comly ſtature likewiſe] 
and proportion of her Body 
[10 all | parts thereof, though 


C POOTC- | 
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poorely clad ſerued to grace 
her ia the eyes of others; ſo 
as the Diucll emulating 
thole high beginnings of 
ſanctity in her, and fearing] 
withall what her example] 
might worke in tymc, for 
che drawing of others to 
like courſes of Perfection, 
he ccaſed not to lay many 
ſnares to intrappe her, and 
with new temptations ray- 
(cd by others for her greater 


next Chapter be declared. 


—— — 


CHAP. 


C. 


merit & glory at laſt, inceſ-| 
ſantly to iry her; the begin-| 
ning of which shall in my] 


he ——— 


| 
{ 
; 
| 


” 
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CHAP. IV. 
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| 


How S. Wenefride was found 
alone by the Kings ſonne in| 
| her Fathers houſe; and in| 
daunger to haue byn wviola-| 
ted by him , eſcaped towards| | 
the Church , and was 1s the 
way cruelly beheaded for con- 
ftantly refufmg to yield her | 
pure body Onto him . 


. Beuno hauing fully cn- 

ded the fabrique of his 
Church , and conſecrated 
1 jche ſame to Chriſt,was daily | 


v3 Y vil | 
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(daughter. by ſome needfull, 


or charitable occaſion, con-| 


36 'T he Admirable life El! 
viliced by great multicudes 
of ſuch as dwelled in places 


 incerc him;& amongſt chem] | 


S. VV mefreds holy Parents, 


were in the Church, & their 


trary to her cuſtome, detai- 
ned at home, Prince Crado- 
cus, king Alan his ſonne,with 
a luſtful wicked purpoſe cn- 
tred the houle , pretending 
that he came ro peake with 
the Lord Thewh her Father. 


- 
P 


never fayled in his ſacrifices 
and ſermons to heare him; 
ſo as 0n a ſunday whilſt they] | 


ED The 


| | gu Of $. W enefride. z35[| 
S' | The Holy Maid , ſuſpe-|| 
**| | |ing no worle of bim ar|| 
* firſt, after courteous ſaluta. 
*>| | [tios paſled betweene'them, 
'S| | land excuſes by her humbly 
5 [made , of being alone, vn- 
al attircd, and ynable in her; 
IL ens abſence fatly to''in+ 
l, tecrtayne him-as his Prince- l 
"| | [ly dignity: required, intreas| | 
ted him-witiviall ; ro repoſe 
"|| [himſelfe in a more conne-| 
Df lnient roome of the houſe,| | 
-| | [till after divine ſeruice-ens| 
Pi f (ded, her Father Should re- 
1 [curne; and be free to { [peake 

with him. To which ft umple| 


oO — 
— —— 
- — — —_ — 
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candor and plainenes of her 
|{peaches gracefully vttered, 
the Prince infuriated with 
loue of her faire perſon,and 
|luſtfull deſires preſently to 
inioy her , replyed, that he 
would willingly expe the 
||returne of her Parents , it 
herſelfe in meane time wold 
be pleaſed to conſent vnto 
'h1is will, ſodeuoted ynto her 
| [that for the fauour then cex- 
peRed from her, he would 
according to his Birth, and 
Power, euecr afterwardcs be 
| ready to honour and ſerue 
her: threatning withall, pre- 
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{ently to rautsh her, it $he 


| 


yielded not willingly to his 
Motion. 

T he holy Virgin chongh! 
trembling fr feare, & b'u- 
shiog at the immodeſty of 
his peaches,yet oft not her 
wits in ſo needfull an occa- 


ſelfc,& diuinely alſo at that 


inſtant afſiſted, she humbly 
and patictly anfwered him, 


toying honour, wealth, and] 
worldly contentment by be. 
ing eſpowſed to fo Princely| 


[a perſon : bur becante ({aid| 


F 


C 4 he )[ 


ſion; bur preſent with her-| 


that she doubted not of en- 


w_ 4 
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| 
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| $he ; rhe preſeat POOTre at- 
[3 re wherein you haue ſo on| | 


tc ti not to ſo high a m9-|| 
tion, or indeed belcemetn} | 


he yieided his conſent : ſo 


| 


Ng "The 1dmirabie / __ 


the ſoJaine taken me , ſu1- 


your presece, piue me leaue, 
1) beleech you, to enter my 
chamber heere by,preſcatly 
ro alter it . 

To which herrequelt (al- 
beit with ſome loathnes to 


be delayed in his purpole } 


char She now finding herſelf 


in her chamber, freed out 


of his hands, and hopeles of 


any reſcue or ſuccour to be. 


| 


: other-| 


* 


| Of S. Wenefride. ail 
otherwiſe affoarded her, ran 
out by a backe way , as tall 
as she could, rowaid the 
Church, where her Father! 
and his people would, she 
;doubtcd nort,be able to ſaue| 
her, Bur he impatient in his| 
[defires , and ſuſpe&ing in- 
deed that which happened , 

/brake into the roome , and 
finding her nor there , pur-|} 
(ſued her ſo haſely in her] 
fight, as on a hill fide neere 
the Church he furiouſly ap- 
prehended her, vowingwith |j 
his ſword drawne in his/| 
'hand, & a countenance full|| 


———— 
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 [ſp2 The Admirable life | 
of wrathtul indignation that] | 
11f forthwith $she conſented 
Inot to his will, ſo full of ho- 
oo loue towards her, 


he wou'd ſtrike of that head 
from her body , & deforme 
[[that face therein, which for:- 
{|\mcrly he had loucd. 
W hereunto the holy Vir- 
[gin ( as another. S. Agnes to 
[ſher carnall Loucr)vndaun-|. 
| flcedly replyed , that she had 
| holily eſpowſed herlelfe, & 
chat alſo with her Parents 
{[conſent, to the king of Hea- 
[juens fonne , in power, beau- 
cy, and goodnes incompara-| 
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bly exceeding him; and v-|| 
pon his experienced loue 
towards her,she would cuer 
remaine to him lo taythful- 
ly, conſtantly, and voalte-|| 
redly deuoted in the affe- 
ctions of her hart, as she 
wold gladly looſe her head 
and lite, for refuſing to ad- 
mit any corriuall togeather 
with him . Neither $sball} | 
[your terrours ( (aid she )or| 
threats draw me from the[| 
(weetnes of his Loue , or | 
make me not, go, 25 | haue|| 
promiſed, purely vato him. 

Whereupon he, in a fu- 
rious}| 


A 
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1144 The Admirable life ' 
rious ſ{corne to be {lighred 
ſo by her, & knowing with- 
all chat whilſt she lined the 
vehemecy of his loue could 
not be aſlwaged , gaue her 
with his ſword ſo deadly a 
ſtroake on the neck , as her 
head thereby and body be- 
[|came inſtantly parted ; the 
body falling without the 
||Church dore, and the head 
within it; ſo as the floore 
therof being ſomewhat de- 
(clining, as built in the han- 
[[ging of a hill, ir crumbled | 
towards the people, knee- 
ling _togeather beliie the 


ol : Aultar, 


— 
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Aultar, aſtonishing chem|| 
[with the ſight thereof nof} 
lefle,the afterwards it made] | 


; 
them worthily ro wonder, | | 
in ſeeing a clecre and plen-| | 


2 


tifull ſpring newly then be-| 
| 


a _ 


[ginning to run out of the] 
[ground in the ſame place ,|| 
where her head had firſt] 
fallen vpon ; viſited fince} 
| {thatcimeby holy pilgrimes|! 
| |from places farre & neere,j, 
and by miraculous graces, 
and cares frequently affoar-|j 
ded to ſickely , and gricucd | 
perſons , famouſly renow-[| 


ped. 
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| 


—__—_—___ 


The lamentations made at S.| 


gaine, 


CHAP, 8. | 


| 


Wenefrids death, aſwell by 


the people as by her Parents;| 
| how likewiſe S. Beuno pro-| 
cured by his prayers 4 dread- 

| full revenge of ber death v- 
'| pon the Author thereof glo- 
rymg in his cruelty: and then 
purting the head QF body to- 
geather, ſought to obteyne of 


God, her returne tolife a 


H E people moned 
with ſo dolefull af pe 


acle.| 


Of 8. Wenefride. 7 
Racle, as was the virgins|| 
hcad, bloud, and body, be- | 
fore them, ceaſed nor with 
out-crycs to expreſle their 
gricfe and anger togeather 
towards him that commair-| | 
ted ſo haynons an outrage. 
Her Parents likewiſe called 
by cheir cryes to the place, 
lamented the lofle of their|| 
haly ſweet child, lying but- 
chered {o villainouſly , and|| 
vnexpectedly before them, 
with more then imaginable 
expreſsions of ſorrow. 
S. Beuno in like manner, 
[now ready to celebrate, lea- 


- uingl| 


—_— 
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uing the aulrar,and approa- 
chinge to the doore , was 
[[wholy diffolned into teares 
| [of compaſſion and griefe to 
behold his deare Pupill and 
{[chila, lying ſo crueliy mur- 
dered , before her conſe-| 
|| REP ro Chriſt ſolemnly 
| ſoone after by Gm inten- 
| (ded: and vehalig is this] | | 
| [his griefe , her Murderer| 
| [ſtanding proudly by , & w1- 
| |ping bis bloudy ſword on| 
the graſle,ſofar from repen- 
ting him of the deed , with- 
out feare of Godor man As] 


he gloried proudly thercin, 
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Of S. Wenefride. 49 
with the holy virgins head 


him ; and looking him in 
the face laid vnto him. 

JT hou wicked man, for 
2s much , as without 1e- 
wt of 1 innocency or beau- 

, thou haſt murdered a 


noble then thy ſelfe, and art 
not, as thou oughteſt to be, 
ſorry aſwell for the horrible 
Gcriledge, as foule murder 
heere committed deteſtably 
by thee; I do heere beſeech, 


my heauenly Lord , for the 


example © of others at leaſt, 


| D to} 


Kincels Virgin , no lefle 


j 
in his hand he went towards| | 


— 4 
—_ —_— — 


—— dk 
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| [holy Houſe, to his honour 


| 
words, to the terrour and 


l(uch, as the Prince fell dead 


[n15hment ot the people, his 
dead body was preſently ei- 


5o The Aamirablelife | 
ro execute preſently , his 
dredfull Indgment againſt 
thee who haſt murdered his 
(pouſe,rroubled his people, 
violated his Saboath, and 
belprinkied with bloud this 


and ſeruice conſecrated by 
me . 


And the effe& of his 


wonder of all preſent, was| 


(udaynely before him ; and 
which increaſed the altio- 


ther| 


— 
—II—_ 
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| Of S. Wenefride. : 51(| 
[ther ſwallowed vp by the 
carth,or taken away by Di- 
uels,ſoas no ſigne thereof 
afterwards appeared. 
| This done, 8, Beuno of- 
ten killing the virgins dead| 
[face,and bathing it with his|| 
eeares,put it to her body, & 
[coucringe them with his 
cioake, after he had brea- 
[thed in her mouth, prepa-|| 
Ircd himſelfe to goe to the| | 
Aultar,warning the people 
and her Pzreats eſpecially, 
co ceale their lamentations,| | 
& conuert the into prayers 
ro the Creatour of loules, & 
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Iter death, that he would be; * 


| [rotten before, and ſtincking|. 
| [in his graue ; ſo to rayſe this 
| [Princely Spouſe heere but: 


——— EE ee ee en 


the (ole rayſer of bodies af. 


mercifully pleaſed, as he 
called Lazarus to a new life 


chered for her loue towards 
him:and this chiefly for the 
glory of himlſelfe, edifica-| 
tion of his people,and com- 
fort of her parents, whoſo 
freely before had dedicated 
her, in purity of life perpe- 
rually to ſerue him, 


| | 


Fter the holy mi had 
A ended his Maile, and 
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oath 


CHAP. VI. 


— 
 —— 


ber Head reunited to her bo- 
maynng in the place of her 


place of ber Martyrdome . 


the people their prayers, lif- 
ting vp his hands of 


L 


dy by S. Beuno's prayers , 
with a ſmall white circle re-| | 


heauen, he prayed in this| 


[HE 


Coy S. Wenetride was ray-' | | 
ſed from death ro life , and, | 


' 


| Neckewhere it was cut ; | | 
other wonders gracing Althe 


| 


Ch 


D 3 man- 


i. men 
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|Chriſt, for whole ſake this 


—_ mt. Dt ——— — 


manner : O Lord leſus- 


holy Virgin contemned the 
world, and coucted heaucn- 
ly things; vouchſafe by the 
tender bowels of thy mer- 
cy, louc, and bounty , to' 
graunt vs the eftect of our 
oftcred heere humbly vnto 
thee : and albeitwe are fully 

erſuaded, that this Godly 
Virein who liued holily, & 
dyed conſtantly for thee, be 
now highly exalted in hea- 
en alſo with thee, wanting 
no more the fociety of vs 


| 


yowes now made, & prayers| 


A my ny x my m—_ 


— EPS I_Y 
— a oo wgap 


__——__y 


mor- 


—— th. 


| Of 8. W enefride. 55 |[ 
mortall & miſerable Crea- 
cures; yet to manifeilt thyne 
Ommpotency, and that ſu- 
preme dominio which thou 
haſt over ſoules and bodies, || 
neuer dead to thy power of 
rayſing & reuniting them ;' 
for the greater merit alſo of 
her ſonule, whoſe body keere 
lyeth before Vs, WE craue a 
new life for her,and that $hej 
may returne, after a long 5 & 
plenrifull hand: of new 

merits heere rayned, more; | 
enriched & diuinely beau- f 
| {tified ynto thee, the beloued 
| [of her Hart , and Ecernall! 


D 4 ſpoule,| 
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156 The Adamrable life | 
ſpoule, who with the t ather 
and the holy Gholt, doctt 
||\rule in earth, and raigne in 
heauen, for cuer and cuer. 
And when the people had| 
[[cryed with great deuotion,| 
Amen ynto his prayer , the 
Virgin as newly _rhany 
from ſleep, wiped her eyes 
| |[&face,beſmeared with ſweat 
and duſt before, as hauing 
tumbled on the ground, fil- 
ling all preſent, and her Pa-| 
rents 1 there amonglt them, | 
with joy and admiration; | 
oble -ruing alſo,as they more! 


_ beheld her, a pure 


white! 


wet i 


' Of S. Wenefride. 575] 
white circle, no bigger then 
a (mall hoon, to remayne 
in her faire Necke, $hewing| 
the place where it had ben] 
cut off beforc,and was mira- 
culouſly then ro her body 
conioyned, which becauſe it 
cuer afterwards remayned 
coſpicuoully ſeene after the| 
ſame manner, Brewa , her, 


'name before, is ſaid to have; | 


ben changed by the peoples, | 
(great veneration , and loue: | 
towards her, into YVVenefride 
by YYen, which doth f1gni-|| 
fy white in the'old British/| 


F 
rongue, added vnto it, & 2. 
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letters thereof, for berter 
ſound quite altered. And in 
many apparitions of her to 
Imen, and women after her 
ſecond corporall death, au- 
thentically recounted, this 
white Circle in her necke 
conſpicuoully appeared; to 


=— Ir —r anne = 


——} lA 


to vnderſtand, the particu- 
lar glory which che had re- 
{ceaued of her heauely ſpoulc 
for ſuffering that wound, ſo 
lconſtantly for him. 


where she was martyred , 
had ben called cuerbefore a 
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giuc worldly ſoules chereby 


And whereas the valley] 


| 


—————— 


— 
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dry or barren bottome, it 
'was for the Chriftall foun+ 


king miraculouſly out of 
the ground where her head 


frſt tell, called afterwards in 


Finhos , which in old Welsh 
doth f1 ;onify a fountayne Or 
well: & indeed as this foun- 
tayne was wonderfull in the 


_— 


| 


hed: in that water , or drin- 
king therof, "NOOR famou- 
fly afterward s, renowned. 


S—_ CO TT” OB > O———————_———— 
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In 


tayne of pure waters, brea«|| 


memory of this miracle ,|| 


firſt origen therof,ſo did the] 
ſame by miraculous cures|| 
of men & beaſts, either ba-].| 
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In memory likewiſe,that] | |Þ 
ſtore of the Virgins pure 
bloud had ben (pile in that 
| [place,and to ſignify withall 
| how ſweet a Sacrifice was of- 
"I there by her; the ſto- 
[]nes of the Well, are either 
dyed, or ſpotred all ouer 
| [with drops , as it were, of 
| bloud; and: the moſle grow-| 
ing abour it , 1s, as with| 
|[muske yet to this day [weet- 
ly perfumed . 
[| The miracle of her ray- 
([{ing fro death to life diuul- 
jged in thoſe partes , gay ned 


to 8. Beuno ſo great a fame of 


' ———_m— 
his 


tres 


|booke be bricfly declared. |] 


| 
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his ſingular ſanctity, and 
power with God to obteyne 
any thing , that multitudes] | 
thereupon of Gentil people 
in thoſe daycs, for their 1n- 
{ſtruction in the Chriſtian 
fayth and Baptiſme, repay- 
js vnto him: whoſe famous 
acts, and S. YVenefrids holy]! 
life after her being rayſed , i 
shall in the reſt of this] 


ee CO”  CEO— 
teen es a nd 


| 2 The Admirable life = 


| 


| 
| 
| 


[How S. Wenefride was ſo- 


new life, with a fresh fer- 
your of heavenly loue and 


COT 


—W 


CHAP. i. | 


— —_— 


lemuly veyled by S.Beuno, 
and fully mitruct:d m the 
true knowledge Of boly pra- 
cliſe of a Religious life. How| 
likewiſe he tooke his leaue af- 
rerwards of her , prophett- 
cally fortelling the ſanthity 
of her life, and her gayning| 
ro Chriſt of many ſoules. 


. VVenefride, as another 
Lazarus reitored to a 


4 ——__ 
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Religious Pertection, choo- 


at the Saints feet, as S.4 
|Magaalen did at the feet of 


> _—_— _ a OR 
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ro learne from ſo great a 
maiſter as S. Beuno was, how 
ro rayle her already-illumi- 


{dcuotion , applyed herſelfe|| 


nated ſoule to the height of 


| 


{ing forthat purpoſe to [1c 


our Saujour, neuer ſatiated 
with the delicacies, which 
fell from that heauenly Ta- 


pious ſ} ocaches, and dcuout 
inſtrudios; & within a ſmal 
tyme out a reitles and moſt 
amorous deft Ire  , fully to be 


"I 


vn1- 


—_—_— _b_— 


þ "—_ 
—_— 


ble vnto her, by his moſt|] 


vciled, her 11 {1ngular VETLTUCS 


| 
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[vnited to her louely and di- 
{[uine Spouſe , she obteyned 
of him ( as profeſled Vir- 


gins were wont to be, in 


thoſe primitine tymes of 
Gods church ) to be ſolenly 


& graces ſupplying the war 


ceremony Canonicatly re- 
quired. 

The Saint therefore de- 
firous to affoard her that 
comfort, and knowing her 
to be very worthy therof, 
called her Parets vnto him, 
to acquaint them with his 


— 


| jof yeares, for that Religious 


CE 


intent] 


PEA "RP Qs 


the holy veyle of Chaſtity 


(conſent: which they , as de- 


all humble reſpects vnto 
[him the Author of her le- 
cond life , and with jmbra- 
cings of their holy Child, 
moſt. gladly agreed vnto; 
& which was afterwards in a 
great aflembly of people 
molt ſolemnely , and rel-| 
giouſly performed. 
After which bleſſing by 


| 


— 
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intent of g1U1Ng vato her] | 


with their approbation and| | 


uourt & godly perſons, with] | 


her obteyned, the holy man| | 
as dininely foreknowing. ro! 


—| | 
E whar|| 


- 
a _— "IP" 


| |by y heauen|ly documents, &| 


| [life;z which sheasa very apt 
Chandler did not only learne, 


| foucrioyed to behould her, 


perfection the ſpirit of 60d, 
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what an th. 8 of lanQtity & 


forthe glory of himſelfe & 
good of others, intended to 
raiſe her , ſought more and 
more toilluminate her foule 


orafticall leſions, for the di- 
rection of herſelfe, & others 
in a ſpirituall and Religious 


"I" 


but practiſe alſo in ſuch a 
manner”, that the Saint was 


And finally finding her 
fully enabled not only to 


E | guide| 


——_ 
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guide herſeite, bur others al- 
= {o, in courles of Perfection , 

i he called her Parents one! 
[day vnto him, and tould 


 |rhem, that as they had libe- 
| [rally graunred vanco him al] 
| | ]Church, and houle for the 

| # {[ſeruice of God , and help of 
! [his ſeruants: fo had his di-|j 
| [uine Maieſty liberally re- 
[quited their Charity to- 
wards him , by ſingular gra-| 
ces earded to them, and] | 
eſpecially to their. Childe. 
whom now they might well 
chooſe , and ory ynto| | 
traemſelues , a Miſtreſle 


| 
E 2 able|| 


; 
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careful] directial of your 
Daughter . 


a— _ — 


able ro guide them in their 
Redcemers fcruice, and as 
a bright shining patterne of 
religious Perfection. W her- 


to another Place , ] mult 
heere( ſaid he } lIeauc you 
to the helpes of Heaucnly 
Graces , which will not be 
wanting vnto you, perſ1- 
{ting as now you do holily 


E 2 
in Gods ſeruice, and to the 


And then, conuerting 
himſelfe to $. VV enefride : 


|Our Lord {ſaid he) deare| 


fore being diuinely called! 


Child, 


7 


| 


— 
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Child , bath appointed you 
ro ſucceed) me heere in my|| 
| jholy labours,and abiding in 
| [rhele parts, to go onwards 
happily your (eif, & to guide 
others fruitfully, in the wayj 
ro eternall life, as hitherto 


1 [1 hane raught you . And|| 
; 
, 


|doubr not, but by the mo- 
luing example of your death 
| [for him already \ufteyned, 

; nd the holy conuerlation 
of your life, you wile able 
' [ro performe what 1 hauc 
/ [faid; andinthis very place, 
| oather rogeather for your 
| jheauenly ſpouſe, many pure 


Ez and 
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| 
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and deuour Virgins, ouided 
voto him holily by you. 

But know withall , that 
you shal not heere end your 
dayes, but chat after ſeauen 
yearcs, in prayer and pen- 
nance ſpent in this place, to 
your owne great Merit, 
& ſingular edification of o- 
thers, our gracious Lord 
will call you to another, 
that ſtrangers alſo may in 
the knowledge and true ſer- 
nice of him be 1llumioated 
by you: and know aiſo that 
heerby your memory shall 
become glorious in future 


| EIT 


| 


; | 
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ages, 
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l ages,and your merits publ- 
! [shedcothe whole world, by 
[miraculous cures, & helpes 
| [affoarded vato lickly, and 
diſtreſled perſons praying 


vnto you . 
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CHAP.: Will. .. 


VVhereimn 1s kdef d; Wene- 
' frides priefe for her Holy 
Fathers departure , and hrs 
comfortable ſpeaches onto 
her , concerning particular 
Graces intended by God t0- 


yards herſelfe, and others by 
her . 


he Godly Virgin be- 
Ing exceſſively gric- 
ued at her holy Fathers de» 
parture, hetocofort her in 
ſo deep an atfliction, rooke 


her by the right hand, and 
lead| 


ay « 
PE F | 
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roocather v pOA {tone.ncere 


lead her to the fountayne 
which miraculouſly had ri- 
(en in the tyme, & place of 
her martyrdome , & (1 itting 


to the {1de of the well,called 


cherefore co this day S. Beu- 
0's ſtone; You ſee ( ſaid he) 


heere the monumetr of your| 


the ſtones therein ſteyned 


(for your Heauenly Spouſes] 
lake ; be you therfore now 
artentiue , and mindfull off 
(what I shall fore-teli you| 


concerning three eſpecial 


ſufferings, and behold alſo{| 


as with your bloud , shed]|! 


> Graces| 


—, 
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[|Graces, whereby your Glo- 
[rious ſpouſe Chriſt Teſus wi] 
heerafter honour your ſelfe, | | 
and benefit others by you. | | 
The firſt of them is, that| | 
[theſe ſaid Stoncs , shall ne-| | 
uer be washed from their| | 

bloudy ſteynes, but cuer re- 
tayne the ſame, as trium- 
({phant ſignes, and glorious 
[|[teſtimonies of your bloud, 
in defence of your Chaſtity 
moſt gratefully heere effu-| 
ſed, 
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ijithat ncuer any perſon who] 
Shall deuourely aske any 
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temporall bleſling , as tree- 
dom aſwcll from corporall 
as (pirituall diftreſles, to be] 
obreyned by your merits & 
prayers for them , but that 
in three times (o doing they 
Shall affuredly be made par-| 
takers of their deſire;or pal- 
ling by death out of this|| 
life , they shall in another 
world reapafter a more am- 
ple manner the fruitof cheir | 
prayers, by heaucnly ble(- 
{ings , through your inter- 
ceſs1ons for thera > diuinely 
prepared, 


ad he third shalbe, that af. 


—— . 
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ter my departure now from 


[[you, into a remote part of : 
{|this Hand, God will giue me] 
{]a Cell ncere the ſea shore, & L 


{when you would ſcnd any 
|{[etters, or tokens vnto me 
( as his dininc Maiclty wold 
[[hauc youto do, and ] alſo 

1do intreate the ſarpe of you| 
| [once at leaſt cucry © vjeaſ 
them only in the ſtreame of| 
| |this fountayne , and they 
will, paſſing into the Ocean 
by many creckes, and tur- 
ning-shores,bediuinely , & 
ſafely direfted vnto me : 
| [which graces likewiſe to the 


worlds 


—_w—— w___w..Þw ore. o.d 


—— 
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worlds end $hall be diuul- 
ced glorioully of you. 
| And having ended this 


againe vnto the Church, 
and ſaid then vnto her : Be- 
honld heere this Church, 


|& lodgings about it, which 


charitable magnificence of 
|your parents , 
bours , I Jeaue vnto you, to 
be conuerted into a copious 


monaſtery of Chaſt, & De- 


by your inſtruction , & ho- 


_gc a- | 


hauing byn built by the 


ly example of lite, +hall to-| 
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his ſpeach, he led her backe| 


and my la-[! 


uout Virgins , who moued| 
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{geather with your lelte, me- 
jritorioully practiſe thoſe 
| heaucnly documetrs, which, 
oy a perfie contempt of the| | 
world,and a full abnegation 
| jof theſclues( the two maine 
[grounds of Religious perte- 
tion )Ihauc often deltuered 
(by my {peaches vnto you. | 
| Stupendious miracles al-| 
ſo done for the remporall & 
ſerernall good of many, re- 
[payring to this very place, 
Shall hcerafter be cffcctcd, 

(ſto the prayſe of their hea- 
{jucnly Maker , and cucn| | 
{bruit beafts shall not want] ! 

' 
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their share in ſuch bleſſings; 
{triuc thertore, deare Child 
iro exhibit your ſelfe in all 
things, as a liuely patterne, 
and example to others of all 
'Vertuc. As for my poore 
ſelfe , I shall goc Whither 
Gods ſpirit will guide me, & 

euer retayne in my hart and 
'ſoule, a Fatherly and loning 
'memory of you. 


] 
' 


——_— 
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CHAP. IX. 


of the continuance of S. W ene- 
frides griefe for the depar- 
ture of S. Beuno ; and bow 
he tooke laſtly bis leaue 0 
her. VV ho beginmng after- 
wards to prathiſe what he| 
had taught ber, gathered ma- 
ny Noble mens daughters vn-| 
to ber, and liued in emment 
Janthity , as Gouerneſſe of | 
the ret. 


H E more S. Beuno 


did ſccke by [weete 


[ 


(peaches to comfort his lo- 


=_— 


uing 
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[louing Child, the morc was p 
"OE oricte for kis abſence in- 
creaſed, eſpecially when she| 
ſaw hin with his ſtaffe in his 
hand ready to go from her, 
(weerly venting her ſorrows! 
infuch ſortas others migh t 
.heare her , ſpeaking thus| 
'vato him. | 

Now holy Fatheram1 to, | 
be lelft alone, as a poore| | 
Orphanc Child without a! 
/Nurle, or as afilly sheep a- 
mog rauenous wolnes with-| 
our 2 a Paftour to defend me;|/ 
[wheras with you I was moſt | 
lafc,alwaycs ioyfull inyour| 


_ 
Pre-: 


 —_ OT LCC 


| 


| 


_— 


2 


| [thers that were preſent, as| 


| [her, increaſed , after he had 
| |blefled her wich his hand. 
(as hauing no tobig through 
oriefe to ſpeake a word more| | 
vnto her ) haſtned his pace] ' 
falter then modeſty would 


——_—____ 
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prelence,alwayes edified by 
your example, & inttrufted 
by your ſpeaches. W hich 
words of hers, together with 
her flowing tcares ſo moued 
the Saint himiſelfe, as alſo 
her louing Parents, and o- 


not to haue their owne ſor- 
row, by ſtaying Jonger with 


permit her to follow him, 


vatill| 
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vatill at length he was oon| 
quite out of her fight, acuer 
more in this world to be- 
bold him ; ſo that returning 
with her companios home- 
ward, for many dayes after 
she remayned in her ſor- 
row, till tymeat length , & 
diſcret thoughts having: ca- 
(ed her hart, she wiſely -and 
matarely , began to reflect 
v pon his heaucnly diſcour- 
(es and leſſons formerly gi- 
uen ynto her, both how she 
might practiſe them her- 
(elfs, and drawothers alſoto 
the exerciſe therotf. 


on 


F2 Which] 
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| 
us Ha in a short tym, 


Gods grace and the force of| | b 
 jher noly Fxample, did fo] | n 
happily ettect , that a great| | Iec 
number of Noble and de-.| | q 
uout Virgins, trampling | ir 
worldly wealth, Honours &| | | 
| [Pleaſures vnder their feet,| | [1 


for the plory and (cruice a 
Chriſt, betooke themiclues 
ro her gouernment, & [jued 
| [1n religious diſcipline ho- 
bly vnder her;commanding, ! 
or teaching them. nothing | 
| bur what herſelte practiſed] | 
| firſt amonglt them,as a 5hi-| | 


| R 
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ning cicere Light , in ſafe ; 
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imildenes , & motherly loue 


(quall merit, and content- 
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pachs of ſanctity, to guide 
them; yea with ſuch a ſweet 


cowards them, that with e- 


—C 


ment they obeyed her com- 
mands, and obſerued {uch 


rules as she had eſtablished' 
amonglt them. 

Her wholſome adviſes al- 
ſo they receaued as heavely| 


in their dificulties, & rem-| 
ptations she wiſely & com-| 
paſſ\onably gaue them, had 
a heauenly kind of fore 
pretently to free them . Mi. 
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oracles; & ſuch remedies as ' 
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\fometymes wanting to 1n" 


| 
| 


them ; fo that their reſpect 


_—————. Ds 


racies likewiſe were noC 


creaſe her authority, and ro] 
| 
reitity her ſanity vnro| | 


and loue towards her, cau- 
ſed all ro {iriue who should 
excell in imitating the rare] | 
vertues, which daily more] | 
and more they diſcouered 


| [in her holy example of life,] | 
beeing as a ſweet odeur,|| 
| [wherby perfe@tſoules come|! | 
to draw others ynto Chriſt|! |* 
with them. | | 
b- 
= _—— _ 
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CHAP. 2, 


Of the Fame , and efjefs of S. 
Wenefrides ſanttity of life 
in numbers of ſoules gayned 
onto Chriit by her. Of the 


miraculouſly to S.Beuno. | 


H e wonderfull fame 
of S.VVenefrids lan-: 


diſcaſed done frequently & 
apparently by her , was not 
contayned within the limits 
only of the country where 
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firit guaft alſo which 5 be ſent 


eury.increaſed alſo by mira-| 
(CU:OUS Cures, ypon perſons: 


Eg She| 
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She dwe't, but far and neere 
againlt Mi will, began to be 
ſv diuulged, from very re. 
moteplaces off '1C Kingdom; 
| fo as many flocked to lee, & 
{ſpcake with her, and were ſo 
edifhicd by he Angelicall 
>:hauiour , & wiſe peaches 
V tO 1g that they were 
Iyery loath toleaue her Co-| | 
pany , and accounted thoſe 
[people bleſſed who lived, H 
\alwaves ncere her . 
| Bur moſltof all theholy| | 
\Virgins that were placed 
vnder hercare, &domeltical 
gouerment , reputed them- 
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ſe}ues happy, by hauing for 
racir Guide, no leſle ten- 
der a Mother in her deare 
lone towards them , then a 


wile miltreſſe by inſtruction] 


and example holily to di- 
rectthem, as her holy Fa- 
ther had formerly taught 
her; towards whome during 
herlife , she cuer retayned; 
a moſt pgratefull memory of 
her preſent life, and a thou- 
ſand bleſirngs beſides recea- 


| 
| 


ued from him. In particular 


allo she forgot not the yea- 
rely token she had promi- 
ſed toſend him. 
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te. 


by the help of her liſters, 


m—_ 


[[veſtemer ro ſend vnro him, 
land hauing in the begin- 
ningof the moath of May, 
almoſt a ycarc after his de-; 
[Partyre, ftinished the ſame, 
[wrapping it vpina wollen 
cloath, she went with her fi- 
ſters, & many others to the 


to the water, she ſaid; O ho 
ly Father "th. heere accor- 
ding to your command & 
[my promile, this ſmal roken 


Wherefore parti y with 
her owne hands,and partly 


She had art El faire 


welsſide,where caſting it in- 


>. | 


— 


E-: 'Wenefride. 


of my loue vnto you. 
The which, to the great] 
woder of many viewing the|| 
ſame,as1t paſled by the well 
ireame downe into the Ri- 
ucr ,and fo into the ſea, re« 
mayned dry, and no whit| 
moiſtned by the water ; So| 
thatin ashort tyme , way 
diuinelydirected,irt was cal 
on the shoare 50. miles off 
hard by the Monaſtery, 
where the holy man liuecd, 
land he caſually oing foreh 
rooke it vp, wodring at firlt| 
what it chould be , ull ar 
length opening the bundleq| 


| and 


oj] 


i... 


— 


—_— 


— 


| 


| 
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[ſanity ,, and fruites of her 


| |[that he had ſafely recea- 
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—— 


and remebring 1s chargel 
given to S*/ Venefride before} 
his departure, he 1oyfully 
conceaued it to be her guitr, 
gratctully mindfu'] of his 
loue towards her; and ioyed 
therein much more aſter- 
wards, when the wonderfull 


life were reucaled vato him; 
as She alſo diuinely knew! 


uedit, 

T he veſtment he orday- 
ned to be kept carefully in| 
the Church, for the 'vie of 
himſelfe and his Brethren, 


—_— 


& 


| 


Fe 


——_—__—_ 
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| ma celebrate holy malle in; 
' |&renving often by the fighe|] 

|  {therof, his wonted lone and[|| 
prayers for her , he became] 
in thnemilluminated againe,|] 
and propherically aſtured,| 
that her owne graces Should 
be eminent , and the fruites|! 
| {very great which by her ho-|| 
| 'Iv lite, & exaple to the glory 
obGod, & good of others, ! 
| þ {shoukd be wrought, both | 


OUT 00 OO OOO EE I I 


| 


where $she liued, and in ma-!| 
ny other ptaces, as formerly| 
he had byn inſpired to tellj 


p* her . 


CHAP. 
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JOf the great Talents which 


Chriſt gaue onto S, Wene- 
fride for the good of others ; 
and hoy she yearely Temem- 
bred to ſend her tokm to S. 
Beuno, vill, to ber great 
grrefe , she had his holy end| 
reuealed onto her ; ſoone 
after which, she changed the 
place of her aboad, as he had 
foretold her . 


Lbeit many Graces 
were worthily admi-; 
= in his holy Virgin, by 


thole 


——— — — 


mer —_ "IP ” , - —_ _ 
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| | ithoſe who knew, and con- 


uerſcd with her, as ber high, 
hi | '& laſting vnion with God 


x5 We? 
| | pa cxtaticall prayer , her | 
| +" 
1. | great auſterity , her Angeli- 
-| 7} jcall purity and innocency 
| ! [of life, her powerfull autho-|| 


| | rity in commanding her| 
A | ſubiccts, with admirable hu-|}. 


| | 'mility and ſweetnes conioy-|| 
| | ned; yet nothing was more 
{| © jwonderfull in her, then the|' 


deep knowledge of heauen-{| 
| ly verityes,and ardent zcale | 
| | lofherCreatours glory, ftill 

manifeſted in her exhorta- 
\tios to her owne ſubjects, & l 


— 


Y — 


{ _ſpeaches 


—_— 
—_— 


| 


_——— 


i. 


A” we bs a... 


Y 
! 


ſoul firlt ro Chriſt, & next 
[to S. Beuno his Great ſcruat 
and acr Teacher, to whome 
|sne _enery yeare ſent her 
{promiſed token, or preſent 
| afrer the manner aforeſaid, 


reucaled vnto her; whoſe 
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| 


{peaches ro ſtrangers that 
came to viſit her; ſo as she 


[did fill their ers more 


with 'enflamed deſires to 
ferue Almighty God, then 
their eares with the found 


of her wordes : cner attri- : 


buting the graces of her 


| 


yntill his holy death, and 


circumitances Woof were 


lofle! 


| 


| 
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at| | [loſſe she frequently after- 
1c] | [wards deplored , albeit she 
re} || [had ben divinely allured, 
o| | [that according to his won-|| 
n{ | |derfull merits heere on|} 
d) | ſearth, he was in heaucnly z 


ioyes, highly exalted : the 


—y 


— ——— 


__ 
, 
—— » —C__ 


T articulars of whoſe holy|| 
t life from his Childhood ill 

T his death , and great mira- 

E&| | (cles afterwards, are authen-] | 
rj # [tically recorded in his yet|| » 
t | jextant and certaine monu-|! 


[; | 
| Jmneacs, 


| After whoſe glorious diſ-|| 
(ceaſe , She began to feele 
[molt perfect deſires in her- 


FE: G 4elfe, 


—_— 
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ro liue bolily & religioully 


elte,tor the greater glory of 
God and benefit of ſoules 
in other places, to remouec 
from the monaſtery where 
She lined , eſpecially now 


(ceing her liſters well ablel 


without her. So that in the 
endof the ſeauenth yeare of 
her goucrment, as the Saint 
had foretold her , she tooke 
leaue of her ſpiricuall Chil- 
dren, Parentes, and other 
friends there abouts , all af- 
flicted aboue mealure, at| | 
the loſle of her gratefull, &| | 
profitable preſence amongſt] | 


them: 4 ; 


hn. AHA 


— 


——_ Onn_— 
| | 


| 


| 


- jproſtrate on her knees, in 


(creaſe withall his bleſſings 


© ——— > <— _ | — ———— _ . 
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them; and togeather with 
one of her companions in- 
tended to goe whither the 
ſpirit of God $should be 
pleaſed ro direct her: viſit- 
tingallo deuoutly before her 
departure, the place of her 
owne martyrdome, & there 


huble & feruent prayer ak 
belought Almighty God, 
that he would according to 
his bleſſed will, dire& her| 
in that iourney for his Ro- 
nour intended, and to in-|| 


vpon ſuch as frequented 
G 2 chal 


| 
| 


ec. 


rituall infirmities of all ha- 


| In 109 The 4dmirable fe | | 


E23 


that place, ina denout me- 
mory of her martyrdome 
there for him ſuſtcyned;the 
which effe& of her praycr 
was by his diuine Maicſty 
accordingly graiited as hath 
ben teſtified ſince by num- 
beelefi miracles wrought 
at that Well, or Fountaine, 
in curing the bodily & ſpi- 


ble Clients and ſuppliants 


in that place vato her. 


et eee. id... de eee Eee i=! — ———_ - —_ | 
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1 | [ Of S. Wenefride, noi[| 
el 8h. "ig I 
i || HowS. Wenefrid was arretied 
Ly : by God in her 10urney 10 al 
! 5 holy ma called Deiter,whoſe | 
i ; Counſell she was willed to | 
Pub * | follow: of whom many Pg | 
Wi] are by the Author occafonal-! | 
| 


ef | ly beere recounted; and how, | 
P'"| | worthy he wasro be choſen\ 
"|| by God, forS. Wenetrides 
Drreftour 1n the place of S.| 
|? | Beuno. 
| 8 


. VVenefride hauing in|| 
carneſt prayer recom-| | 
meded her journey to God, 


_—_—_—_—_ — _— _ 
CCR 
— A Af 


_—_ _ — 


— — 


ns  — 


was in [pired tO gOE with her 
companion, to one Lefer a 
holy Man , liuing at Bota- 
war, who should farther di- 


rect her. T his man was 1in- 
deed, for his Sanctity 1 


teitimonies therof, famoul- 
ly renowned ; for by his 
prayers he hat raiſed out of 
the ground a goodly ſpring 


"Uſa place that was dry be- 


—_—_— 


God, that the water thereof 


hould hauc a {upernaturall 


[force to cure all ſoares & di- 
ſcales of ſachas did drinke 


 ther-| 
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thoſe dayes, & miracuious| 


fore, & obteyned likewiſe of 


OP 


BW 
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therof, or wash their ſoares 
therewith . 

And amonglt many mi- 
racles beitdes recounted of 
him whilſt he lived, this one 
performed after his death 
is elpecially renowned , to 
wit, of two Theeues who ha-' 
uing ſtolne two horſcs out 
of his Churchyard , poſted 
with them moſt ſpeedilyout 
of the Coitrey:but the next 
day the owners finding the 
g0nc , humbly proitrated 
themſelues before the Sain- 
tes Aultar, and preſented 
therat two Candels for the 


G 4 reco- 


—_ 


em 


—_— 
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[1 The Admirable life } 
recouery of their horſes, be- 
ſeeching him to accept of 


the valighted as they were, 
fince they had no fre there 
preſent to kindle them. 


that the Candels were vp- 
on the ſuddayne MiIracu- 


| loutly lighted to teſtify that 
he graciouſlyheard them: \& | 
[the theeues after they had 


ridde their horſes as they 
thought tar from the place 
found themſclues brought 


 ibacke againe vnto it, & that 


nor once but the f 20 


— ——— —_— 


| 


tyme 


—_ 


| 
This fanhfull piety of 
theirs ſo pleaſed the Saint, 


| 


carlyinthe morning as they 
 .came out of the Church, 
: 'they very ioyfully ſaw their 


horſes, held by wo ſtran- 


gers wholy confounded ar 


(humbly thanking the Saint 


| 


obteyned that bleſſing, they 


for his ſake, without infli- 


ting any punishmentr ( as| 
their faulr deſerued ) vpon| 


them, W hich miracle I haue 


-2ayeny" alſo the theeues| 


! 
| þ 


their theft : wherfore they| 
gladly ſeizing on them, &| 


by whoſe merits they had|| 


——y 5 
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E yme alſo; ſo as the men ha- 
ung prayed there all night, 


&3 ___— 
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[pros The Admirable ife | | | 
purpolcly heere recounted. 
that my Reader may know 
che merits & great ſandiity| | 
of bleſled Derfer, to whom| | 
S.VYenefride, for the know-| | 
ledge of her iourney, was| | 
diumely directed. 


= OC ee. ore on 
a 6 EE 


How S, Wenefride came to 
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CHAP. £3. 


the Holy man Deiter , and 
after she had bin chavarabl pj 


by him for one mght,she Was 
the next morning ſent , for 
a further direttion , to ano- 
ther Saint called Saturnus, 

ayelling at Henthlant. 


He holy Virgin after| 
due inquiry made , 
where the Village Borauar 


—_ —_—— 5.8: 


it, commring ro God hcr 


welcommed, and entertayned, ' 


ſtood , and of her way vnto| 


— 


——— 


mMona- | 


—_ 


| 


; : | 
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[Monattery at Fimbon , and 
[friends there about began 
with her companion chere- 
\[fully her journey towards 
Bleſled Derfers Cell , eight 
miles diſtant; where at her 
arriuall , 5he was by the 
[Saint charicably welcom- 


cauſe of her comming, and 
[howshe had byn dininely in 
cerning cither herſclfc, or 


then reucaled any thing vn- 
to him : But hauc patience 


med, and hauing related the 


her prayer, directed ynto 
him, he toald her that con- 


her tourney, God had not as 


= 
1 | 
: 
: 


"hid 
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te et ee es, AS 


— — 


Of S. Wenefride. 1059 


(aid he ) alittle this night, 


his diuine maieſty the whilſt 
will vouchſate perchance 
to reucalc his holy pleaſure 


[YntO ooforn 


| Whereunto she humbly 
and thankefully agreed , as 
being confidently aflurcd, 
that Almighty God had not 
vainely, and to no purpoſe, 
directed her vato him. 

| The Saint,as his manner 
was , praying the whole 
night, a heaucnly yoyce to- 
wards the morning faying 
chus vato him ; Tell V7 ene- 


to ſtay heere at my cell, and|| 


Þ  fride}] 


i 


| 
| 
| 


__ 
CDT DT 


| be more fully 
{about the place of her a-| 
i "0g" during life, and what 


lt 


[39 


© 1x 
| 
x 


| 


WE I—_ 
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[Daughter , that $he 


| Hentblant where she shall be 


{Venerable man called Sa- 
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fride my Vurginall es 


forthwith toa village Fr of 


partly ſatisfyed in her de- 
fire, for i She shal find a 


turnus , by whome she $hall 


che shall do init. 
| So that carly in the mor:- 
holy Virgin his gueſt, con. 
cealed nothing of what had 
ben reucaled vnto him, and 


dire- 


ning S. Deifer calling the! 


— 


inſtructed, | 


| 
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diretting her the way to- 
wards Sartrous his Cell, wil- 


led her cheerefuliy to goc 


of mine ( ſaid he) will be di- 
uinely cnabled to tell you, 


and place to goe vnto, but 
of other things alſo , belon- 
o1Ng to you. 


on; for that holy neighbour|| 


not only. of your iourney,]| 


—— 
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| BY 
i CHAP. IV. [|| | 
[How Saturnus entertayned S.| | | 
|| Wenefride in his Cell, and 
= | relling her, how much God , 
$ Should be hozoured by her, he| | | 
direfted her to a holy place y 
(| called Guitherin , where| | | 
|  s$heshould findone Elcrius,| | R 
| a Bleſſed Abbot of religious| © ; 


men to direct her , and amo-| | p 
| naſtery of chait V, Irgins, who aÞ 
would gladly ſubmit themſel-| 
'l wes onto ber. W NY 


mp much reioy-} | |< 


| 


| Jcing at the direction} | [2c 
which] 


þ 
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| which Blefled Deifer had 


ther comfortable perſuaſion] 
[that Chriſt the Author of 


[wanting vnto her , humbly 
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giucn her,and confirmed in 
her 1ourney , would not in 
his care and protection be 


and thanckfully rooke her 


leaue of him, and went on 


forwards with her compa- 
ni6 towards Henthlant where 
Saturnus remayned, 

Comming thither she was 
moſt charitably receaued 
by bim,as hauing bin, con- 
cerning herſelfe and her 


tourney , before hand diui.| | 


— ——_— 


H  nely 
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nely inſtructed; and cauſing ; 
her to remayne that night] | 
in prayer, and holy confe-| | 
rences with him, he gaue| | 
[[ynto her /to her great com | | 
| [fort ) many heauenly & ho-| | 
[ly Icflons, and rowards the] | 
|[morning he tould her,that] ' 
their was a place, not far off 
called Gwtrberin, ſtored with 
M || [the pretious reliques of ma-| | |t 
. | [ny Saints who had formerly] | || 
| | [1nd there, in great holines| | 
| of life, and deerenes vnto| | {[v 
jo |God , bleſſing the place for| || jtc 
them ; and for that cauſe| | jsl 
greatly reuerenced by de-| | [tr 
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to it, 'T his place laid he) is 
deltined by God for your 
carthly habitation , and to 
be anRificd more by you; 


| where alſo you shall find a 
holy Abbot called Elerins , 


of ſo great mortification, 
prayer, & vnion with God, 
as the world, and all con- 
rentments cherof are who- 
ly dead vato him. 

To this Man then am 1 
willed co ſend you, and to 
tell you with all, that you 
Shall find there a heaucnly, 


tranquillity of mind, and a 


H 2  Mo- 
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uout people repayring va- 
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Monaſtery of chaſt Virgins, 
trayned vp from their In- 
tancy in vertue, liuing alſo 
now hohlily togeather, yet 
ordeyned by God to be ray- 
ſed by your holy Example 
and Inſtruttions to higher 
and perfecter wayes of gay- 
ning ſanctity and religious 
perfe tion ; and they will in 


mit themſclucs vnto you, as 


to a Mother and Abbeſle,| : 


ſenr by their Heauenly 


ſpouſe purpoſly yvnto them. 


— — 
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time, for that end, humbly| | 


and gladly be ready to ſub-| | 
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How S. Wenefride going to 
Elerius , was 71 the way, 


[alured wel charitably by 
him ; hoy alſo after they bad 

ſpent a whole night1n prayer 
rogeather , she was led by him| 
to the monaſtery of Virgins, 


and tbere after high prayſes 
ttered of ber ,she was com-| 


mended as a companion dinut- 
nely ſent onto them. 


, VVenefride replenished' 
with incredible 1oy at] 
Sarurnus ſpeaches vnto her, 


Dn 


4 


H 3 elpe- 
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| 


|eipecaally In hearing ] 10W , 
|holya place she was ooing| E 
{iVnto, and that She shculd| | 

fhnd there a Monaſtery of 
chaſt virgins tol:ne withal, 
| |[dcfired to know of him the 
way thitherward , crauing 
| |wicha!l his holy bleſſing for 
'} | |che better ſpeed of her 1our- 
| [acy . 
x Ihe Holy man, guiding| 
| [her himſcife ſome part of 
che way, for the great reuc- 
[rence he bare towards her, 
| [after he had giuen ner his 
bleſſing , Cauſed his Deacon 
ro accompany her through- 
[1 out] 


——_— 
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| [out the whole iourncy to|| 
2 |Elerivs, who being divinely 
forewarned of her com.-|| 
ming, and all other particu- 
lars of her life , met her for 

! [honours ſake vpon the way, 
| and after he had led herin- 

' |[rothe Church, and prayed 
2 while with her, he imbra-|: 
ced herin a fatherly louing 
manner, bidding her be of 
[900d comfort : for , ſaid he, 
( taking her a part from the|| 
Deacon, and her Compa.|| 
nion ) I haue already dini 
nely vnderitood of your| 
noble Virginity,with other 
yt H 4 grace-| 
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pracctull ſignes of your 
martyrdome , In the place 
thereof yet remayning, and 


will be gladly ready to help 


10urney Vato Me. 
W hereunto S. 3 Penefride 
replycd , that she had no- 


thing more Concerning her- 


ſelfe to tell him, bur that 


as 5he had ben by Gods ho- 


Iy ſpirit guided vnto him, 
{o would she be hably rea- 


dy to receaue his hy di-| |: 


rections, and bein the fu- 
ture courſe of her life an 0- 


bedicnt Child, and Schol- 


* ler 


you , in the caule of your| 
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ler vnto him. 
The Saint by this her 


humble and modeſt anſwere 
being exccedinply edificd , 
tould her , that they wolld 
if she vleaſed , ſpend that 
night in holy prayer togea- 
[ther , for their ſurer direRi- 


on, in (o important 4N OC- 


+. .7 and he hauing recea- 


ued towards the morning, 
new illaminatios from hea- 


with exceſſjue ioy , he roſe 


ly imbracing her,willed her 
to be confident, that God: 


H 5 would 
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nen about her, replenished| 


from his prayer, and harti-| 


| 
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would not be wanting in the] | 


[increaſing of his Fatherly 
[lovetowards her; & lo lca- 


Jro the Monaſtery of Vir. 


wonted cffects,and gracious 


ding ber oucof the Church] 


gins gouerned by him , 
he made this ſpeach vato 
them . 
Dearc Children of God, 
reioyce, for that your hea- 
uenly ſpouſe hath ſent a new 
ſar of wonderful brightnes 
to $hine heere among you, 
& prouided ſuch a compa- 


creaſures of merited graces 


enrich 


nis for you,as wil with new| 
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| 


enrich her owne (oulc , and 
yours alſo by the many rare| 


les of religious Perfection, 


She will exhibit profitably,;| 


and holily vato you. 

For this is YYenefride that 
renowned Virgin , whome 
you hauc heard to hw {uf- 


her virginity defeded, This 
ſung i in Churches, and her 
Trophies do yet ;lknffrars 


the whole Proumce which 
she dwelled in. This is She 


' who 
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cxamples, and high praQti-| 


which from ryme to ryme|| 


tered 2 glorious death , for| 


bs She, whoſe Trrumpbs are 


= ——_—. 


BW 


who in her martyrdom and 
Confeſſion , is equally glo- 
rious, and now 1$ come to 
live holily, and to dye hap- 
pily amonglt you,as hauing 


[already a high placezmoglit 
{|the moſt glorious Martyrs 


of heauen reſcrued for her. 
Reioyce therefore wor- 
thily at her fortnnate arri- 
uall, and keep ſafely fo hea- 
venly a Treaſure amongſt 
you. Marke well and imitate 
diligently the rare example 
of her life; forget not like- 


I|wiſe thoſe neauenly leflons 


which She will gine you, Out 


124 The Admirable life 4 : 


hm 


| of a holy deſire , to leade 
q you, with herſelfe vnto the 
] [height of religious merit & 
; {perfection; for which only 
: [reaſon Chriſt hath ſent her 


— 


! ſto increaſe alſo rhe alrea- 
| [dy renowned glory of this 


; monegſt you . 


+. place , by liuing heere a-| 


E 
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| 


[generally to all the ſiſters 
of the Monaſtery togeather, 
onuerted his ſpeach vato 


he Venerable old Abbeſle 


CHAP. XVI. 


Of the commendation which the 


Saint made of S.Wenefride 
to the old Abbeſie of the Mo- 
naflery; and hoy she quick! 
there deſerued his prayſes 
by her eminent, and heroicall 
Vertues. 


| 


. Elerius hauing ſpoken 
ſo much of her ſanctity 


{ called Theonia, a very holy 


— _———_ ——_—_ 
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” [amongſtthem,whoſuicably|] 


" Of S. Wenefride, 17 
woman , ſaying thus vnto 
her « 
To you, moſt deare Mo- 
ther, l recommend eſpecial- 
ly the reſpeQtiull entertay- 
nement of this ſacred and 
deare ſpouſe of Chriſt, ſent 
(as ] ſay once againe ) diui- 
nely vnto you, wherby you[| 
may gather how highly she{| 
isto be honored by you; & 
toy withall chat the Author 
of all graces hath in ſending] 
her hicher ſolouingly regar-| 
ded you : & with this he de-] 
parted , leauing $.YVenefrig| 


— —————— II XC EEE 


_— 


————_ 
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ro lis high prayles, began; 


= 


[co Shine in her wonderfull 
perfeAions , and by heroi- 
[call acts of vertue to infuſe 
a new Charity amongſt the, 
calily by all diſcerned, & by 
the Abbeſle eſpecially, who 
was no raw beginner in re- 
gular and holy courſes. 
Her abſtinence ( they no- 
ted ) was admirable , her 
prayer cotinuall when cha- 
ritable occaſions interrup- 


[ted not the fame, & yery of- 


ten cxtaticall; a profound]. 


[Humility in all her geſtures 
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[_ Of S. Wenefride. - »gſ| 
pearcd , neuer pray fin o her- 
(clfe , and (eniibly troubled] | 
-| | [when others for any thing] | 
(did extoll her. Patience the|| 
| | [firſt fruice of Charity,as S || 
yl | [Paul reckoneth it, ſeemed to! | 
0] | |haue poſſeſſed (o fully her 
-| | |bart, and ſo firmely {erled| | 
the affetions thereof, as all 
-| | [Anger,Enuy, and other diſ- 
r| | [ordinate Paſſions of that 
j-| | [kind were wholy dead vnto' 
- her . 
|| | Her Commands had euer 
ſuch ſweernes and diſcretion| | 
$| | |conioyned, as it delighted] | 
>| || Jallthe other to do whatſoe-| | 


—_— —___— | 


| ucr) | 
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ep 


| 


them . And when she ſpake 


| [appeared plaincly in her 


'ner she, at Theowa's 1ntreaty 


'of vertuous Pradtiſes vato| || | 
( 


Louc were quickly by all||] |[« 
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commanded them,eſpecial- 7 
ly when they noted herlelte| | 
in hard offices to goc before 


—_—— 


cither of ſacred Verities or 


them,rhe feeling feruour of| || | 
divine lonc flamed notonty 
in her ſoulc , but a great] | 
depth of heauely wiſedome| || 


words alſo, & wrought the| | 
like effects. 1n ſuchasheard| |! 
them; ſoas Reuerence and] || [i 


yiclded vnto her. 


_——_ 


[anctiry from her. And ſel-; 


|togeather of ſacred Mitte 
ryes, loyfull, or Dolorons,] 


/but that both their harts, 
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Of $. Wenefride. 131] 
Theoniathe Abbelle allo as 
more jlluminated,to know, 
and delight in her graces, 
did often confer priuately] 
oh her, alwayes learning 
at ſuch tymes new leflons of 


dome did they fo con 


with lone and compaſllion 


| [in aboundance, and their 
! jloud ſobbings to interrupt 
= [their diſcourſe; fo as | rhe one 


equally polleſſed , cauſed 


tearesto flow fro cheks eyes 


© 


-  toyed| 
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joyed in her deuout ſcholler| | 
and the other was no leſle 
pleaſed in hauing ſuch a Mi-| | 
{treſle, ſo diuinsly prepared} | 
by Chrilt, for her. 


= 


| } | 


C— 
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CHAP. AVEIE 


[low S.Elerius experiencing S. 
Wenefrids great wiſedome 
and YVertue in many confe-| | 
rences With her, preached her 

ſantity to his Brethren; 4nd, 
of the many people , who mo- | 
ued with the fame of ber | 

Martyrdome and holy bfe ,| 

came from places farre and| 

neere,to ſee, and ſpeake With, | 


her . 


: : Elerius lining with his 


Monks , nottaroff, in a 
- molt retired,auſtere and de- 


1 2 uour| | 
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the one, & 1o ſolidly groun- 
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uout manner,detighted ma- 
ny tymes to viſit the holy 
Virgin in her Monaſtery , 
diſcourling of heauenly mi- 
ſtcries and vertuous Practi-| 
ſes with her; and found her 
lo clecrely illuminated in 


ded in the other, that ha- 
ning admired her himlſelte, 
and returning home to his 
brethren was Wont to vtter| | 
wonderfull prayſes of her] ! 
ynto them . þ 
And her fame ar length| þ 
by the mouths of many be-} | 


8 
came ſo diuulged, as trom| | 
| places] | 


_—Y " 
— et. AM — 'W.. 
* 
+» 
» 
* 


Of S. Wenefride. 34 
places far & neere, infiaite 
numbers of all ſortes of|| 
people flocked vato her ,|| 
(ome to know, and lee fo no- 
ble, louely, and holy a Vir- 
gin, who had loſt her head 
ro ſauc her virginity, and af- 
ter death for her Spoulſes| 
greater honour had ben by| 
a holy Man miraculouſl]y 
rayſed to life , accounting 
the place and company $he 
liued in, moſt bleſled by her 
[preſence : Others, by their 
orcat importunity and car- 
neſt prayers obteyned to (ee 
the white pure circle ſtil re-| 


: I 4 may-| 


—_—_ | on... 


————_—_—_—_——— 
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maynin} in her necke , de-| 
' \noting the wound which in 
| |'her martyrdome $he Iccea-! 
ved; the fight whereof cau- 
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{led them to shed many| | | 
teares of loue, and ioy that] [ 
[Chriſt had triumphed ſo| | 
{olorioully in her firſt, and| | i 
ſent her afterwards 0 hap- | | 
pily ynto them . Y |( 


S.V Venefrid kerſelte would| | | 
[gladly out of her great and| | | 
profoiid humility haue de-| | || 
nyed them that fauonr; but| | | 


| 
| a charitable deſire of their : 
Y | 
Ul [good , gayned many wayes| || | 
F thereby , and the other Vir- 
3s 
[ | _ gins| 
[ AY — 


pins intreaties , 
willing to affoard that con- 


ring not be made proude 
with their exceſltue praylſes, 
Or apt to allume vnto her- 


(clfc any merit , of being fo 


prayſed; the high knowled- 


ge indeed which $she had of 


Gods attributes and perfe- 


owne frayltics and nothing, 


—_—__ 


ſolid humility in her, 
| CHAP. 


being rwo ſure grounds of 


tentment vnto them, as fea-| 


tions , comparcd with her] 


| 


mn 
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1 CHAP. YI. 
j '[How S. Wenefride propheri-| | 
I | cally foretoldin oraer , the| | 
ji | death of Theonia firl; : 
j '| next her o'vwne; and lailly the| 
1 |] holy end of Elerius : Hoyw| | 

| |] alſo after the death of Theo-| || 
nia, 5he was made Abbe(ſe| || | 
by Elerius, and gonerned| || | 
that Monaftery in all fani-| | 
mony, till her dying day. | * 


Leſled Elerius viſiting} ! 
on atyme S.FYYenefrid| 
in her Monaſtery, to con-| | 
[;  |ſferre,as his cuſtome was, of 


A _ holyl 


—oOY 
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king occaſional y of rhe 
happines to dye well, that 
he had often reioy oo to 
rhinke, that he 5hould haue 
her ncere him art his death, > 
and afterwards to pray for 


him . No Father ( ſaid she 
propherically vnto hin ) it 


| 


13g 
holy things, tould her, ſpea-| 


will not fall out fo, Chrilt| 


h 


trary . 


For firſt, you shall line to 
bury holy Theonia our deare 


few yeares after ; which 
done, you Shall K Short 


auing ordayned the con-| 


| 


tyme|| 


[Mother , and meallo fomei}| 


4S ; 


EN” 


4 


—. u—_—__ 


| 


for very ſoone after Theonia 
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time end holily your dayes, 
& paſlle full of merits heere 


gayned,to 10yes cucrlaſting, 
All which proved true, 


fellinto a daungerous fick- 
nes , and finding her lelte 
neere her end, to comfort 
cheReligious praying about 
her, and bitterly lamenting 
her departure from them : 
Children ( ſaid she ) reares 
Should not be shed for fri- 
ends, or for our (clues, vales 
Rh euil had hapned to the 
orvs;but in my caſe &yours 
the contrary now appeareth| 


_ 


for| 


— 


> Eo 


LY | Of S. Wenefride., 141|\ 
,| | \forIshallby death, haſten 
e| | || hope, to my Heaucnly 
| | {ſpouſecalling me vnco him;| 
and you in my place hall 
haue bleſſed VVenefride, a 
-| | [much more holy Mother, 
| | |by her good cxaple & hea-|| 
= venly inſtructions to guide|[} 
you. Looke ypon her ther-[| 
| | |forc as on a bright ſtarre, &|j 
| (shining patterneof all ver-]| 
{ |tue; tread the ſteps, and goc 
| | /notoutof thoſe holy waycs 
/ [wherein she will lcad you, 
to Religious perfecRion, 
After which words, she 
reccaued the holy ſacramet{} 
| at] 


——_ 
ny —— 
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at Blefled &lerins his hands 
| [for her oiaticum towards 


heauen, & breathed out her 
| pure, and holy ſoule, glo- 

rioully by Angels accom- 
| panied thither. After whoſe 
| [cx£quics ſolemnly and dc 
uoutly performed, holy Ele- 
rans ordayned S.VVevefrige 
Abbeſle in her place, to go- 
uerne the Menaltery, which 
She, in her humility, for a 
| ſryme reſiſted, till Obediece 
tothe Saint,apd Charity to 


jching her to vndertake the| 
charge, preuayled with her. 


the {rſters inſtantly boſee-| 
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143] 
| | No ſooner was this Office 
! ſchus impoſed on her, bur] 
| |she, like a Candlc ſet. on a 
, candleſticke higher then be- 
fore, began to cait out more|| 


2 
brightly her clecre rays | 


[| 


| |Vertucs, and to giuc a new 
{ [light & life, asit were tothe 
whole Monaſtery , by her 
heaucnly mani & exam- 
ples ; ſo as her humility by 
the dignity of her Office, 
with her Patience, Charity, 
| |aad other Vertucs, though 
! [admirable before , ſeemed 

| | |now tohanc ben very much 
+| 7 {increaſed n her. 
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| And of the miracles which 


CHAP. XIA, 


Of the high eileeme that S. E. 
lerius amſalfe, With other 
Religious , and ſecular Per. 


ſons made of S,Wenetride: 


She wrought im her Mona- 
ſtery, by curing all ſorts of 


payring Vnro ber . 


. VVenefride had not li- 
ued long Abbcſle of the 
—sam before the fame 
of her ſanctity & wiſedome 
came to be,throughour that 


CN 


diſtreſſed , or ficke people re-| 


; whole| 


ods, "yy I $67 RS SI VERS 5 
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[med . And now, not only 


whole prouince, fo ynwer- 
lally diuulged, as Principall 
perſons both of the Clergy 
& Laity repayred frequent- 
ly vnto her,neuer departing 
without ſingular edifica- 


[peaches Yea cuen theeues, 
& robbers themſelues, with 
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tion, by her behauiour and[|: 


other notorious Malefa- 
ours, by her gracious af- 
peR and effecuall exhorta-! 
tions made charitably vnto 
them, were from their euill 
wayes, oftcntimes reclay- 


in priuate. houſes , but in 


[= 6 Chur- 


a 


k. 
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|Churches and pulpits alſo, 
were her vertues frequently| 
1 [recounted and eſpecially 
by S. Elerins , beſt acquain- 


ſuinely ſent by God, to ho- 
{nour, and benefit the place] 
|& Cotry where she lined :| 
| |andihis words proucd true, 
|for no day paſsed almoſt, 


Ito shew her dearenes vntof 
him , did not comfort, andj 
curc in ſudaine, and mira-| 


ted with them , who ytedto 
tell his owne diſciples , and 
others alſo, that she was di- 


whercin her diaine Spouſe, 


| . 
culons manner , grieued ,| 


lf ſickly,| 
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fickly, and diſtreſl=d per” 
ons, by the help of her 
prayers; ſo as her Monaſte-| 


ry Was now become a com: 


mon refuge vato them. Bur' 


amongſt ochis graces emi- 
nettin her, she was noted 
to haue had a ſingular ta- 
lent in diſcouering tempta- 


tions, and teaching withall 


due remedies therof, wher- 


by not only her ſubic&s,bur| | 


others alſo , enen Protares 


| theſelues, & Religious per 


ſos, were profitably aſhſted. 
In the vie of things for 
herſelfe , She was fo truly 


—— 
i . d 


K 2 poore 


Pa 


ned, were molt welcom yn-| 


—__—_.. —. 


—— 


ſon, inore often to her ſi- 


a aA. 
— Sa, > 


to imitate thole Vertues , 
and to be carefull ro haue a 


\did,only to pleaſe him. 


a M 
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Poore, as not the leaſt ſuper- 
fluitry was admitted by her; 


CE 


yea want of needfull ies: | 


when at any tyme they hap-| 


tO hs 


She {uggeſted UG: no m 


{ters, then that they Should 
haue a'wais theirRedeemers 
example before their eyes, 


—— 


which he exerciſed for the, 
pare intention in what they 


| 
Fortitude and Patience 
| She] 


? 
$7 
; 
ff 
4 
- 
, 
* 
vs? 
& 


Ba Ir OO bags ” p ; 
3 ge 1-1 yt 9 NIE —_— 
, I So = 207 ms 3 q Ep >> + 4 - 2 
x Te. A : 


"6 Of S, W enefr:de, 149 


She euer prayled, and com: 
mended ynto them,as ne<d- 
full, and certaine remedies, 
victoriouſly to ouercom all 
temptations, wherein their 
merit more, then in not fec- 
ling of them, conlilted, for 
that by this, and not by the 
other they should come to} 
be crowned. 


rell them, well made,did di- 
late their ſoules to receauec 
plentifull graces; and holy 
actions did fill them, when 
they were humbly and fer- 


uently performed. 


Prayer , she was wont to 
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CHAPEL. 


How S. Wenetride was fore- 
warned of ber death,  pre- 
pared berſelfe for the ſame ; 
And how by acquainting v. 
Elerius and ber ſiſters there- 
with , she filled their barts 
full wo heauunes, and af; hi 
£1101 « 


.VVenefride as a full Po- 
g megranut of heauenly 
merits, & ripened tofall on 
the Sround, that she might 
rite i ina new ſpring , more 
|giorioully afterwards , Was 
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[74 S, Wenefride. 15e]| 
in the feruour of her courle,]| 
6 ſpeedy running towards|| 
the goale of religious Perfe-|| 
ction , warned by her deare| 
Lord, el he meant shortly 
to call her ynto him, 

Which molt welcome 
[NCWeS , AS of a happinelſse| 
long before, and inſtantly] 
delired,rayled the thoughts|| 
and affections of her ſoule 
-[E ito a more feruent vnion 
y| | [with her Creatour,inextati- 
al} [call prayer for whole —_ 
t]Þ jand nights rogeather , 


Aw 
— 


ej |humble acts, and rainefull 
ol ll exerciſes of her Charity to- 
"| K 4 wards|| 


_—. _— — — — 
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wards others; in tafting like-| | | 


\wiſe and other great aulteri | | | 
| [ties , euen as thoſe, who to| | 
'} | |\makea longe 10urney in a : 
| Short tyme, do redouble &| |: 
{; | [widen their PaCces. n 
{mn \| And chat she might not} | 


leaue her beioued friends 
vawarned ofher departure| | 
ll. on the ſuddaine from them,| | 
| (5he imparted firſt ro S, Ele- 
rius himſclfe, the Call she| | 
[3 had receaued from her $a-| |: 
uiour, and afterwards to her | 
|\fiſters ; ; whoſe ſorrow there-| |} | 
at Was little inferiour to the| | 
exceſſiue ioy , Which her- 


{|  lelte, 
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thoughts of going to her 
Lord, continually receaued, 
and afvell by flowing teares 
as dolcefull ſpeaches they EX= 
preſſed the ſame vnto her. 
But she, as with a face then 
wholy turned fro the world 
towards. heauen , intreated; 
chem co conforme their will 
ro their Creatours pleaſure 
'therein, and not to doubt, 


but bo She should by her 


prayers in heauen, be more 
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ſelfe, by the comfortable 


profitable,then by her pre-| 


ſence heere on earth she: 
could be, vnto them. 


| þ K 5 For 


— 


hee 


_—— 


Jr 


I 


| being ynited to the foun- 
tayne'of Charity it ſelfe,]. 
they will be no [cfſe power- 

(fall , then ready to procure 
ſpecdy helps and remedics| 


ay een 
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For that( ſaid she ) is not 
a Country of ignorance, bat 
of knowledge, clecrely re- 
ncaled, whereby the Blefled 
vaderitand their friends ne- 


ccllities heere on earth, and 


— — 


for them ; which I do pro 
miſe to do for you,my belo- 
ued dcare Children, after 
Chriſt shall take me vato 
him . 

And whereas ( ſaid she) 


Ol 
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| | iroother worldly ſoules ya-|} 
willing to dyc, and fearctull | 
; to behold the face of their|| 
| high ludge,whome they are]: 
gulty in their lives , grie-| 
'uouſly to haue offended, [| 
Death commeth as acrucl 
iaylor to breake down their 
mortery houſes, and to drag|} 
them forcibly vato him :|' 
So, to holy Soules, he cuer| 
<Smeth asa welcom gueſt, | 
and therefore findeth the 
dore of their hart open to 
receaue him ; like vato men 
expecting the retarne of| 
their Lord from, his hea- 
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[for that heauenly journey , 
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ucnly wedding,and ready to| | | 
goc with him, as! amnow 


with my gracious Lord , 
chroughly ( 1 hope ) pre- 


pared | 


| | - 
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CHAP, Xxxr 1 


| | ; | 
{ [How S, Wenefride fickned, 
' | receauedthe laſt Sacrament; 


| andybatexceeding comfort 
| Shetookein her death: VVith| 


Religious fiiters. 


to S.Y Venefride, yet was her| 
ſicknes the forerunner, and 
'naturall cauſe thereof , by| 


painefull vnto her, which| 


[frequent conuulſions very} 


| 


Of S. Werefride. 157] | 


| a pious Exhortation to ber|| 


Lbeit the approach 
| of death was not ter- 
| [rible,, but moſt delightfull 


F 
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In | Fhe Admirable life 
she with a glad patience, to| || | 
bi [|goc to her - Spouſe, 
\Þ  'if(lently ſaſtayned,ofren and| | 
F earneſtly beſceching him ,| | 
FI [nor ro let the infernal} Ene-| | 
BY my be frighcfull vato her in 
We; jher laft agony. 
[78 | And finding by her much 
weaknes, & forces decayed, 
|chac her diſfolution approa- 
[iched , she called for the 
| |Saint her Confeſfor, ro re-| | 
[jceauc the dinine Sacrament] | 
of him , asa fate proteion| | 


— 


' 6 
Sw 5 


in fo dreadtull 4 paſſage . f 
And behon tding her ſtſters| ! 
[8 


{ [Kneeling round about her, 
7 * Wa « EE 
and} 


m— 


— 
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, and goricuing aboue ———— 
||| Iro loofe her preſence, n | 
lefle comfortable then pro-\ 
firable vnro them ; Deare| 
| | Children ( ſaid she ) gricue| 
| || {notſo, 1 beſeech you, ar my 
; happines thus approaching, 
| ibur reioyce rather with me, 
| char I shall fully now cnioy' 
| [him in heauen,, whome in 
| || {earth heere, I hane loned.. | 
| | |Freade alſo, fo neerely as| 
| | [you can, my foorelteps, by 
| | ſcruing him as I haue done, 
| 7 |& contemning for his ſake,|} 
| | ({6ci baites, and baſe plea- 
| (ſures as the world can af- 


| ; 
\ .  foarc ardl| 
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{]ternally to crowne you. Co- 


lied fayth to him be inuiola- 
[bly obſerued , who by his 


[you take not heed, to pol- 
lute, & defile you : and per-| 
[ſuade your (clues aſluredly,]|| 
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toard you. Ler your promi-: 


mercyes and merits is only 
able to bring you comfor- 
rably to this paſſage, and e- 


ceaue your bodies, though 
youthfull and fairc, to be 
(as truly they are)but loath- 
ſome priſons of your ſoule, 
and mortery houſes, apt, if 


that ſo miſerable a world as 
this is, and full of tempta- 


| | 


10s, 


— —___——_—_— 


| 
tort when that moment 


tions,can yield no true hap- 


daungers vnto you. 

To others alſo that came 
to vilit her, she ceaſed nor 
at times as her voyce would 
uiſes, & aboue all, that they 
Should be ready, for that 
paſsage which herſcife then 
was entring into; and to 
ſpend their lives in ſuch] 
ſort ,as they might receaue 


Should approach, on which 
Eternall weale, or woe de- 


pendeth . - I 


ſerue, to giue profitable ad- 


O—_—_ 
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pines Or pleaſures without 


E | Co 
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CHAP. MSIE. 


Of 'S. Wenefrides happy death 
and defire to be buried neere 
Theonia , her Morher and 
Predeceſſour ; Which was by 
S. Elerius accordingly per- 
formed: of the miracles hike- 
wiſe wrought at S. Wene- 
frides Sepulcher ; andof S. 
Elerius holy death. 


beginning of Noue- 
er became by her fſicknes 
very much exhauſted, ſo did 
the ferour of her Radon: 


S S.V Venefride in the] 


© ps towed 


IF | Of S. Wenefride. 1: «(\ 
| |in praying, and ſpeaking of/ 
holy things, ſceme cont1- 
| | [nually increaſed, by repea- 
| | jring often amongſt other] 
| [profitable Leſſons giuen ro 
| | [her ſiſters this one, to wit, | 
that the cofort which pure| | 
ſoules finde in their death, 
did aboundantly , recom-| 
pence all worldly pleaſures|| 
and contentmenrs whatſoe- 
uer for the ſeruice of Chrilt| | 
| | |by them forſaken. 
Tf | And calling ber Father 
© |S. Flerius ynto her,after she| | 
| f [had caken her laſt leaue off | 
| | ſhim, in a moſt reſpe&tal! 
i-3 {weet 


A 


OO 
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| ſweet manner , comforting 
I: | |herſelfe and him alſo, by a 
HY | [certaine hope, they $hey 
| Should meete againe ere 
|longe, and live in heauen e- 


m— 


(RY ternally togeather ; she af-| 


1488 terwards humbly beſought 
Th, | him, that her body might 


| wid her holy Mother, which 
the Saint gladly promiſed . 


i fervent prayer, vpon the 3. 
day of Nouember she brea- 


dy to receaue it, 


bc coed vnto Theo-| 


4428 And ſoone after,in an act of 


| ; W hich 


— 


| thed out her pure ſoule into}. 
lher Redcemers hands, Tea- 


| 


| 


Ne EEE 
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" Which being perceaued 
by S. Elerius , and the ſiſters 
praying about her, they fall 
into ſuch new complaints, 
and ſad expreſſions of their 


lorrow , that the Saint was 
eaforced , to {mother his 


owne priete, 2nd to comfort 


them all he prey ,by decla- Z 


ring, that She was only gone 
to Heauen before them , 
where gloriouſly , vnited 
with God, she would be no 
leſle powerful & ready then 
when $he liucd in carth, by 
her prayers to help chem. 

| Her body nothing chan- 
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| — 
j 2d in the louetines there- 
[ t by death, Was necre vnto 
| | Theomalolemnl y afterwards 
| 


O 
© 
O 


—— — 


interred, euen 1a the aokes 
as 1t were, of many other 
great Saints, buried in that 
place balbet, amogſt whom 
| /Cheb and Sewnan , the one ly-| 
ing at her head; and the 0- 
ther by her fi is were for 
ſandtiry & miracles 3 in their 
| [dayes famouſly renowned, 
and had Churches therfore| 
(cuen yet remayning in that 
| [Prouince)to their memories 
erected; wherein by wonde- 
[rous f1 ignesitheir glory with 


il _ God| 
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God is now frequently te- 
ſtified , 

And albcit theſe two, & 
other innumerable Saintes 
hane ben interred in that 
holy ground; yet was the|| 
ſame , for $. VVenefrides Se- 
pulcher afterwards eſpecial. 
ily honoured, & graced with 
numberles, and notorjous 
miracles , by her prayers 
[there obteyned. 

S$, Elerius alſo, ſoone after 
holily diſceaſed , & was bu- 
ricd in a Churcherected to|| 
his Name and memory, in 
which at this very day Al. 


i= W | L'4 mighty | 
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|? [mighty God, through his n 
4M + 
We: [merits and prayers worketh | 
[23 miraculous cures ypon per- 
(BR | [ſons either diſeaſed, or di-| || | 
bg | [ſtrefled . | fl 
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APPENDIX {| 


(Of the Tranſlatour , concerning| | 
arters particulars of S,W e- 
nefrids Hiſtory , omitted by 
the Author. 


4 Author ( Courteous| 


/ Reader ) more careful] 
to write plainely and 
truly his Hiſtory, then] 
to obſcrue the conditions of an; 

ſexat Hiſtorian, ſpeaketh not of 
the ty me wherein 5 Wenefride 1. 
ued,as he Should haue done; nor|: 
when her body was to Shrewelu ry 


Ls5 tranſla. | 
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—— 
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cran{lated; nor whether S. £/er1us, 
or other Saints reliques mentio- 
ned in herlife, were wich it tran(ſ- 
ferred . Wherefore, I will heere 
adde what I haue read, for your 
further fſatisfaRion. 

Firſt therefore,IT find in alear- 
ned colletion whicha friend of 
myne hath made of Britiſh and 
Engliſh Antiquities, eicher who- 
ly omitted , or obſcurely expreſ- 
ſed by other writers; that $.Vene= 
fride lived about the yeare of 
Chriſt 660. And wheras S. Bede 


fouriſhing alſoat that tyme hath 
made no mention of her atall in 
his' Hiſtory , amongſt the other 
Saints of our Countrey ; it might 
well happen , becauſe the conti- 


——— 


— 


| 


— 


nuall 1arrs, and bloudy quarrels 
between the Britans and Saxons, 


: did 
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did (o hinder all commerce be- 
tweene theſe two Nations , as| 
[that it ſeemes the Acts of one 
Charch became almoſt wholy| 
ynknowne vnto the other, eſpe-|| 
-|c1ally in Yorkeſhyre, where $S.|| 
Bede moſt commonly lived,far di- 
ſtant from any part of Wales : ſo 
as his ſilence of her, and of S. Ele- 
rius (1n the Roman martyrologe 
acknowledged) as of many other 
Britiſh Saintes gloriouſly flour1- 
shing in thoſe dayes , and before 
infinuated alſo by my Author, 
diſproueth nothing that is by 
him , or any other learned Anti 
quary aftirmed. 
Her body was in the yeareof 
our Lord 1138. tranſlated to 
Shrewysbury,togeather with the reli || 
[ques of many other Saintes neere 


ED 
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vnto 
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||vnco hers tormeriy interred. And( bu 
| jfor proofe hereof, beſides the re-| le 
[[ſtimonies of Auchors, about 36.| | |Sh 
yeares fince,a Proteſtant Gentle- 't 
[[man willing to pleaſure a lear. d11 
[[ned friend of mine, whome he th 
[|knewto beCatholique, preſented| FN {lo! 
[ſhim with an arme, as he ſaid, of tat 
| S. Wendfriae , ſaued by ſome body m: 
when her Shrine was defaced. W, 
| The which he finding not decent- m 
[ly kept, but put into a'very old to 
leather bag full of Cobwebs [as [th 
| [himſelfe hath tould me )taking it Wt 
out, more decently to adorne it, an 
found in A paper fixed thereon, to 
[ſomewhat written in an old hid, m1 


| |ſo as with much difficulty he read] } [Sy 
| |atlaſt theſe words , Sant Elerjj ; [24 
whereby he vnderſtood , that it 
was not thearme of S.Wenefride, de 


bu G | 


— af 
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but of S.Elerius, tranſlated doubt- 


|Shrewsbury « 
| Haning likewiſe conferred with 


diuers learned men of [Wales, ne1- 


lous to belieue Fables, or yncer- 
tainties, they haue tould meof fo 
many places in ſundry parts of 
Wales, northwards ef pecially , fa- 
mous heeretofore, as pilgrimages 


that I conceaue the old Briztzzh 
Monkes and Hermits, 1n number 
and religious ſanctity of life, not 
to haue ben inferiour to thole pri- 


| 


Syria,and other places, by S.Atha- 
naſtus, S. Hierome, & other ancient: 
Fathers famouſly renowned; al- 
|deit as living in more remote & 


E ruder 


lefle with: her, or ſoone after , to| 


ed 


[to Saintes bodies there interred,]| 


mitiue Monkes of Egypt, Palcſtine,! 


| 


——— 


ther ſuperſtitious, nor ouercredu-||. 
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ruder parts of the world then the 


others aid , the hiſtories of their 
holy liues haue not been by lear- LY 


ned mens pens equally diuulged. GC 
| Info much; as :M.Camaen, no ſt 

[fauourable reporter of \uch Ca- ” 

|[cholique Acts and Monuments, 
rarely now extant, ſpeaking of yl 


[the old britiſh Monkes of Gla#ten- 
bury Monaſtery from the firſt A 
20040 tymes of that Church,] 
hath theſe wordes , in his Br;t-»- 
nis : Primis his temporibus viri ſan 
Aiſcimi ec. In thele firſt tymes 
(to wit of the Britiſh Church be- 
fore the Saxons inuaſion of En! 
gland , more then 1100. yeares 


Ft 

flince) many moſt holy men night] thi 

[ [and day attending to the ſeruiceſ Þ |... 
| [of God, lied 1n this place, main- *. 


rayned by the Kings liberality 
22S | and} 


__— a———_ — = —— — 


| 


—_ 


religiouſly togeather , like vato 


(liberal ſciences, imbraced aſolita-| 


| 


andirayming v vpyouth in piety | 


ry life, that fo with greater quiet 
&repoſc they mighcattend ro the 
ſtudies of Diuinity, and exerciſe 
chemſclues i inallſeuerity,to beare 
the Chriſt of Chriſt &c.Of which 
fort of Monkes ſoby him deſcri- 
bed, were very many Religious 
men , diſperſed in like Manner 
though all parts of that Church, 

living either in holy Communi- 
ties as Monkes , or els alone as 
Hermites in ſolitary places; of} 
which number were S.Beuno, S. 
Saturnus , S. Deifer, S. Eloing. Let 5 


And, as Godly men, fo Holy 
Virgins alſo , did liue Tad hon 


Cheb , and S. Sexnan mentioned in|} 
this life of S. VVenefrid. 


—— 


— 
— 
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[176 The Admirable ife | | | 
thole mentioned by S. Hicromes 
who lied at Bezhleem, vnder S. 
Paula,and Euitochium her Daugh- 
ter : & ſuch was the houſe wher- 7 
in S. Wenefride lived, firſt at Finhor 
| the place of her martyrdome, and 
afterwards at Guitherin ( called 1n 
Latin Withertacum by my Author) 
where ſhe dyed happily, and was - 
honoured 600.yeares together for 
a Saint, vntill herſoJlemne tran- 
flation, as is aforeſaid, to Shreyſ O 
([64ry ; where alſo ſhe hath byn by - 
God glorified with many miracles! 
euen vnrtill our dayes, as ſhe had 
byn before both at Frnhon, and 
Guitherin , the places aboue men- 
tioned » 
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THE SECOND BOOKE, 


conteyningthe miracles wrought 
at S, Wenefrides Well ; as allo © 
ypon her Tranſlation 
to Shrcwsbary . 


— — — A 
> ——— —— —_"Y 


CHAP, I. 
Of the great concourſe of people| | 
to her Well, graced by mi-|| 
racles , no le(ſe then before, 
after ber + departure from 
_— .. 


= 


| | Lmighty God ceaſed] 
not by wonderfull) 


| | M mira-| | 


Dm. oy i _—_ — —— 
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miracles to grace the holy 


place of S.VYenefrids mar- 
[|/tyrdome, after he had in- 


ſpired her (as hath ben ſaid) 
before her death wholy to 

abandone it, tathe end de- 
|uout people, perchance , in 
other parts of the Country] 
| might come to know the e- 
|minenc ſanctity of her lite, 
and herlelfe p erfet the gra- 
[ces of her Nell by living 
humbly y., and obediently a- 
mongfl ſtrangers, as she did 
{for many yeares , vntill by 
\ [her {40 oular merits & cxem- 
plar lite , «he was ordeyned 


V—_— 
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/noured by multitudes of} 


6- 


againlt her will,to be a holy 
Milſtreſle and oratefull Gor 
nerneſle of many Virgins 
We may alſo conceaue , 
that this humble Virgin , 
(who was wont to blush, 
yea and $hed teares, when 


deſi red, & obteyned of her 
heauculy Spouſe, ro goe our 
jo che way ,as it were, and 
abſent herſelfe Hom thar 
place, where she could not 
chooſe but be ſeene, and ho-' 


people, daily viſiting her 


She heard herlſelfe pray yſed ) 


VVell , as the miraculous] 


M 2 Tro-| 
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rophy of her martyrdome| 
there ſulteyned ; wondring 
| firſt, to ſee (uch Burce of 
[pure water breaking out of 
[the ground vpon which her 
| [head firſt fell ; next, to be-| 
hould thc ſtoned Worcin, as| | 
with drops of her bloud 
i{ftrangly ſtayned,or died ra- 
ther; and Jaſtly to ſmell the 
oreenc moſle growing a- 
bout the VYell, with a mul: 
ky ſweet odoul more then 
naturally perfamed . | 
It was (1 ſay )a pleaſure|F | 
| NO doubt, and much by chel| 
holy Virgin defi red, to liueſ| 
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out of the noiſe of her owne 


prayſes there daily reſoun- 
ded ;eſpecially when to the 
wonders of the place it eife, 


[other mitaculous Cures be- 
| [gan to be wrought vpon lea- 
| [prous, blind, andall kind of 
| [diſeaſed perſons, either by 


Tp 


Chapters following shalbe 


| |by medeclarcd. 


drinking of the water, or| 
bathing themſclues in it: of 
[which ſome few, in the 


L 
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| CHAPEL. 

Of a blind maid reftored to her by 
fighr, by washmg her head 1n t 
>. Wenefrids Well, and, | ' 
praymg in her Chappell. |} , 
Pookre Carpenter| || |t 
dwelling nor far from| | [1 
Sd, /Venefrides VVell, had al | | 
[Davghter borne blind, who| | |r 
hauing hard of the wonder-| : 
| [full cures wrought there, by[ | |] 
| [the interceſſhon and merirs|| |c 
| [of that holy Virgin, ceaſed] [t 
not to Importune her Fa.|Þ jt 
{|rher daily, that she migh(|Þ} |v 
_——— | 


be ledd to that miraculous 
YPell; ahd having finally 
obteyned the ſame, she firſt 
bathed her head in the Wa- 
cer thereof, and then be- 
ing conduc to the Chap-| 
pelt neere ynto 1t , she ſpent] 
the whole night denoutely 
in prayer, that God would 
be pleaſed through the me- 
rits and interceſiion of the 
Saind, there martyred for 
his aake,to beſtow vypon her 
corporall ſight, the better] 
ro ſerue him afcerwards : & 
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falling into a ſlumber , ro-þ| 
wards che morning in a cor-|| 


M4 ner| | 


—— 


_— 
| i 


ner of the Chappell,she was 


= ' "HR — "I 


a fresh denotion in others,| 


help . and comfort 1 in n their 
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no ſooner awaked, bur $he| 
found herlclte ro ſee per-| 
fely ; which being percea- 
ved + her Father, he cea- 
ſed = rogeather with his 
Daughter | joyfully ro pro- 
clayme that miraculous fa- 
your by S.VVenefrids power- 
full prayers, euidently ob- | 
teyned 

The fame of this mira- 
cle generally diuulged,bred 


to repayre in like manner 
ro that place, for obreyning 


COT-| 


[4 


OO II "ION 


—_ _— 


po 


| | Of S., Wenefride, 51 
{ | [corporall and fpirituall di-| 
ftreſles -and they were not 3 
| [fruſtrated of their hopes,] | 

 [faythfully, and deuourely| 
| | [ſo conceaued: whereby the] | 
(former great Fame of the| 
place, became more vniuer- 
ally aad gloriouſly diaul-ſ| 
ged, tothe honour of him,|| 
by whoſe omnipotency and} 
gracious goodnes theſe mi-| 
raculous cures were malti- 
plicd , delightfully glori- 
fied in the honours doneto 
(his Saintes , and in their 
glorics cternally exaltcd. 
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CHA p. III. 
How a Theefe was punihed 


imo S.Wenefrids Churth : 
And how the ſame man, hum. 
bled for his fault , was mira- 
 _— y ſaned from death, 


FT happened chat meſ- 
 ſenger ſent by a Chicfe 
Lord of thac Country , to 


i. 


warne his Neighbours of| 


' for purſuing one that fled 


0 CE Cn ue” 


"O——_—— 


forme danger approaching 
fro the Saxons their Bordc-| 
rers, andalwayes commons| 


| "TY 
ly in enmity with them , 
wasl 


—O_ 


and purſucd towards S.VVe- 
mefrids Church , whither as 


to a ſafe Sanduary he fied ; 


| 
| 


\where the Thecues , nat 
daring ro purſne him for- 


ther, left him , but tooke 
away his horſe . . | 


| 


wards the dore, and: fin- 


ding his horſe gone, cnered 
Agane very dolcfully into 
the Church, and | proſtxave 


3 before 


Of 8. W enefride. _18yl 
was way-layd by Theeues, 


and haſtily tying his horſe 
'at the Church dore, ranfic| 
himlclfe vp to the Aulcar, 


The mefſenger after theie 
departure , returning to-| 


- _- www e— 
—_— 8. 
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[[betorc the Aultar, vetered! | 
[his coplaintes to the Saint| | 
| jof the iniury, and loſle ther- 
j by ſuſtained, beſeeching her] 
al [|to punish , as they deſcrued 
' {the wrongfull Authors of} 
that and other miſchicfes, 
to the great harme of ho 
neſt people {infully com- 
mitted, and by ſome execm- 
plar reuenge taken vpon 
them,to warne, and deterre 
others, from violating in 
[like maniier , the ſafety of 
| ]her Chappel, and regerence 
|ducvntoit; and ſo departed} 
onwards in his 1ourney, not 


——_—_— 


| fru-] | l 


ways 


—__— 


— 
— —_ 


— _— _——_— 


EIS 


] 
[hs 


he had praycd for. 

| For Almighty God , in 
| honour of S. VVenefrid and 
her Chappell, forthwith af- 


[flited the Theefe that had 


the horſe , with ſuch a ra- 
[ging extremity of payne, 
: h - ghout w% oÞad® body, 
that he often deſired to be 
freed by death from ſo in- 
ab a torment, daily 
increaſing on him, cill the 
humours which candid the 
ſame, fel into his right arme, 
makingir firſt to ſwell, and 


= I 


[vnlooſed, and taken away| 


| 


lh. 


| after- 
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fruſtrate afterward of whae| 


_ — 
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afterwards to rotin a moſt 
!horrible, and loatheſome 
[manner , varill at length 
humbled by affliction, and 
hopeles of all eaſe otherwiſe 
he came ina very penitent 
|manner,to the Saints chap- 
'pell, confelling bis fault, & 

| demaunding her pardon, 
| with many teares, for fo| 
great a Wrong and infilen- 
jcy committed there by him. 
| Vpon this his humilia- 
tion he became eaſed by de- 
{grecs,and by little and litrle 
{cured of his aig vicer,] 
| = = God, and the holy 


— — 
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— 


”— 
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Marty? tor their mercyes 
towards him, & remayning 
{euer afterwards whilſt he 
lived , a dreadfyll exam- 

ple, to warne others, from} 
violating, as he had done; 
the ſanctity of that place, |} 
or wronging S, VVenefrids| 
clients running for ſuccour 
in their diſtreſles vnto her. 
The Fame alfo of this| 

miracle diaulged abroad,ſj 
increaſed much the peoples|, 
opinion of the place, and{|] 
their deuotion towards the}| 
Saint , who had shewed her- 


ſelfe ſo powerfull a Patro-ſf 
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: CHAP. IV. | 


| | [How certaine Theeues who had 

| ſtolnea Cow neere to S.We- 
| nefrids Chappell, and driven 
her through Rocky wayes , 
Were norwithſtanding tra-| 
| ced by her footeiteps in the | 


bard ſtones miraculouſly im-| 
printed, and ſo enforced fo 
Ko bo ON 
fu ung them. 


Nother Miracle, no! 
leſse wonderfull then] | 
the former hapned in this 
| | [manner. Certaine Theeues| | 
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194 The Aamrablelife : | 
hauing ſtolne a Cow , out 
||of a paiture neereto S.YVe-| || 
| |nefr:ds Chappell, & driven 
[ſher thiough Rocky high 
wayes , thatthey might not 
| |by her footing betraced , | | | 
| |fe]l out far otherwiſe; forthe] | | 
| |Cow trod not one ſteppe, 
| |but as if she had gone in 
durty deepe wayes, wherby| 
her footing, and the rheues 
allo themlclues, ſo plainely 
appeared, that the owner & 
[his Neighbours , the next 
[morning miſſing the bealt, 
(did very calily ſee which 


way She was driven. | 
[| E Wheres| 
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honour of S, Y V enefride, by 


Ne C— 


=—_ 'S. Wenefride. 
_ Whereupon they. fol- 


prints in the hard ſtones Ad 


—— _ 


lowing the tracke with al] 
{peed., came ſo neere to o- 


they were conlſtreyned in 
orcat feare to fly away , and 
leaue the Cow behind them 


better leaſure afterwardes 
conl1dering how the Cowes 
feer had miraculoully made 


She was driuen away , bur 
not as She returned, percea 
ued it to be an cuident mi- 
racle, and for ſuch, to the 
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to their purſuers. VVho at| 


——_ — — ___W__ 


N » 


——_— 
whoſe] 


uertake the Theeues, that] | 
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196 The Admirablelife 
whoſe prayers it hapned, 
jchey diualged the ſame, 
through out the whole 
Countrey;&rthe infinite nti- 
bers of people flocking thi- | 
ther to {ee theſaid printes 1n 
the ſtones lo {trafigly made; 
by the Cowes feet, increaſed] 
'the fame thereof. 

|| Now the theeues them-\ 
ſelues , fearing for their 
theft committed ſo neerc 
'vnto the Saintes Chap-| 
pell, to be panished by her, 
as the other had bene be- 
{fore, for ftealing the horſe 
mentioned in the former 
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[Chapter , came of the(clues 
before the Virgin —— 
Aulcar, and conteſsed peni-! 
tently cheir fault inthe pre- 
ſence of many peopie, with 
promiſe to commit the like 
no more, in honour of the; 
Bleſsed Saint, who had in ſo 
[trang a manner, diſcouered| 
in hard ſtones, and _, 
the tracke of cheix owne,! 


and of the Cowes footings. 
Which fa& of cheirs being” 
thus diſcoucred , & Ws, } 
carily confeſsed, proued a} 
generall warning ro many 
other bad men of that t2- 
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The Admirable life 
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-trade, toabſtayne {1ke- 


king 


fe from theft, eſpecially 
out of any place, ncere to 


the Saintes Chappels. 
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$ CHAP. YV, 


Of daily Cures done ypon ficke 
children throwne into the| | 
ſtreame of S, VVenefrids 
V Fell; and of others alſo cu- 
red miraculouſly of agues,T&|| 
hoat feauers , by drinking of 
the [ame water . 


| 


N proceſsc of tyme, this 
lacred Fountayne, the 
Trophy , and triumphant| 
[figne of S, Fenefrids Mar-| 
ryrdome, becameto famoul- 
ly renowned, for miracu-f| 
ous cures done by the wa-}| 


N 4 rers{| 


. i o 
_———___ 


I 7 


ters thereof, that Mothers 


f 


were vſually wont to throw 


their young children {ic- 


{treame running from the 
ſame, who became preſently 
cured, by the touch of thoſe 
Waters. 

Such allo as had Agues, 
or hoat burning Feauers in 
any part of the Country, 
were wont fora certaine and 
preſent remedie therof, ci- 


| 


of that pure fountaine-wa- 


i the 
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ke of any diſcaſe, into the| 


ther to drincke a draught] 


tcr ,orifthey had itnotar 
hand, to put in ſomeone of 


k— 
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the blouddy ſtones, taken| 
out of the VVell , into al 
draughtof any other water,| 
and became thereby pre-| 
ſently cared, In like maner 
ſuch as had any ſwelling or 
ſoare about them, were accu- 
ſtomed ro bath the part af- 
fedted, with the ſaid water, 
land found preſent remedy} 


[thereby. | 
| The firſt vie of which 


remedies , for all ſorts of 
ſores and difealts; 3 is ſaid to 
hauec ben taught by the ho-| 
ly Virgin-Martyr herſclte, 
who vil bly after her death| 
N 5 ap» | 


_— 
y— ad hs. te ee 
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appearing to many who in 
dangerous fickneſse deuou- 
tely called vpon her, willed 
them to apply the water & 
ſtones of her well in miner 
aforeſaid, for their perfect, 
| lang ſpeedy recouery : Al- 
mighty God cotinuing ſtill, 
to grace this glorious Mo- 
numentof his deare ſpouſes 
death, by aftoarding helpe 
thereby co ſuch, as either 
deuoutely repaire vato it,or 
faithfully ſeeke remedies] 
fro it; nccerda to S. Berwol 
his holy prediction, whe be- 
fore his departure fro thoſe 
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parts he fate vpon a ſtone] 
| | with S; Y7erefride herſclte ,| 
neere to the Wels fide, and; | 
forctould the miraculous| 
cures which should throgh 
her merits and prayers be at] 
the ſame, afterwards per-| 


formed. 


| 


—_— 


PEE 


/ 


1204 The Admirable life © 
| Zn — ths: AG 


| 


| 


| GHaralvi. | 


\How diners thefts from places 
| mneere onto the Well, were 
|| by S. Wenefride miracu- 
louſly punished ; and how 
the Authors became warned 
and penitent for the ſame. | 


H & ſircames of wa- 
ter breaketh out of 
Saint VV enefrides VVell, in 
ſuch abundance togeather, 
as within one furlongs fpace 
it driveth a mill, neuer ſtan- 
ding ſtill for want of water 
(cucn in thegreateſt drought 
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of ſummer, nor is cuer hin- 
dred from prindin g, by any| 
\freezing of the {treame , by 
which it is ariuen 1 in wins| 
l. ter, 

Y This Mill ..by certaine| | 
d| | |fheenes, was vpon a tyme| 
| [robbed in the night,and the 

| [Irons thereof were carried] 
-{ | [away tobe putinto another 
| | [mill built nor far frs thence] 
by thoſe that ſtole them :| 
But through the merits of|. 
S.VVenefride a ftrange cucnt 
hapned heer about for the 
Mill into which theſe Irons] 
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madeto curne,or grind any l 
chiong cherewith : lo as che if 
ſtealers thereof mooued at] | 
tength by the miracle more 
Ithe once cx perieced, broght 
trhem back againe, and con- 
fefled their fault penitently} 
fin the Saintes Chappell; 

{ [warning others thereby not 
| [to commit the {ike thefe in 
| [Placesnecre vato it for feare 
[jof beeing, by her prayers, 
nished for it. 
| " By this Micacle fo dinul- | 
[ ged, many people alſo were 
|moucd the more to glorify, 
| |God, In thoſe wonderous 


| _ things 
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y [things which he did , to rc- 
c||| jſtihe, the great merics of 
th [his boly Virgin S$. YVene- 
c fride , loyfully relating to 
£ 'one another, how S march 
: prediction of the 1 NnOmce, 
Al | rable Cures which should|| 
be done by thoſe miracu-|{ 
(lous waters,and by the Vir-|| 
| | 'gins owne og” began'to. 
. be now fulfilled, when as| 
[humbly proſtrate on her| 
knees before her departure 
fro that place,she beſought| 
her heaucnly ſpoulc, corpo- 
rally co bleſle, and ſpiritual- 
ly to ſanctific thoſe who in | 


| ho- 


ti. —_ lth. — 
_— "TUES, _ 


— —_ CTR RR 
= ? 
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|bonour of him,and his gra- 
| [ces in herſelfe, should 1n fu- 
cure tymes viſit that Foun-| | | 

taync . 
[|] Andas wonderfull , yea 
almoſt daily, miracles gra- 
ccd this place thus bleſled 
| by her; ſo was her Sepulcher 

after her death, for the like 
|Cures wrought thereat, e- 
qually illuſtrious & renow- 
ned by the multitudes of 
blind, deafe, lazar, & diſea- 
ſed people , who by kiſſing 
land rouching the earth a-| | 
|bour it, were miraculouſly 
cured . 


— 
x 


Me th 


—— —— 


—_—— 


-enxrl| | 


mn. 
——- — 
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GHAP, VIL 


Of the firſt occafion of T ranſia- 
ting S. Wenefrids reliques 
to the Monaſtery of mes 
&a Monkes is Shrewsbury, , 


happened pon 4 Tifion to a 


the ſame Order, 


He miraculous cures 


| 


VVenefrids VPell, and at thc 
place of her Sepulcher allo, 
continued vartill theraigne 
King VV liam the Conqueror, 


holy Monke im Cheſter , of 


daily wrought at S.| 


at what time a chiefe Earle 


wy 


= O of 


- 
—_— 
ti. 


——  , ET 


— 


tlof his Court, called Roger, 
through his great piery and 


{ry , and. cndowed the fame 
Gb \vfficicnt reucnewes,to 
[his owne great praylſe , and 
[rhe —- of that Citty : 
[which Monaſtery being cn- 


| 


Ircliques in their Church, 
[whereas rhat- Country of 
PP ales 1 innamerable pla- 


: CCS 
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ded, & Religious men with| 
their Superiour placed thcr-| 
in, they began, piouſly to 
complayne that they wated| 


[zeal to mantayne Gods fer-| 
[uants, built in Shrewsbury al 
ſumptuous faire Monalſte-| 


_— -———— 


a ; 
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ces was ſtored aboundancly 
with them, by reaſon of fo 
[many great vaintes, men & 
women , who formerly had 
fflouriched in orcat ſanctity 
lof life, and miraculous te- 
{tifications therof,through- 
our that whole Kingdome. 
| Whereupon ta haue their 
Church hallowed , & their 
new Monaſtery guarded 
with ſuch ſacred. pledges, 

|Imunificerly placed, & duly 
honoured by the, they bega 
to inquire after ſome #pe-' 


might happily be gotten for 
O2 "5 that 


wal vaint , wnoſe Reliques| 


_— 


| 


— ———— 


| 


et. ot _—_ 


te. 


KO ——— 


_— RO ———— ——w w——__ 


ſtheirs, a Monke of this] 
iſicke, In body, and ſo dt-| 


'that not only his hin 


ſhis pittifull caſe, ceaſed not 


'Him . 


{Raduliphus , had 'one day en- 
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| 


that purpoſe by them); -du-| 


ring which dclii@rion of| 


their Monaſtery, fell very 
tracted in mind withall;; Y 


there, but in Chefter and 0- 
ther places allo , bearing of 


to pray molt cily for 


Andas in Cheſter- Abbey : 
the Subprior of that Mona- 


ſtery , a godly man, called 


ded his prayer for that end, 


"On 


ee : 
| Ju - - , = * © po cou SS - 
—— 


he fell into an vnaſuall | kind 
of {]cepe, to whome 2 WO-| 
man. the mcane while, in a 
very glorious habit appea- 


'red, and ſaid: If you dclire 
the ſicke Monks health ler 


ſome one ot you goe , & lay 
a Maſle in the Chappell, 


him , and he $hall preſently 


th. 
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recouer;& ſo she vanished. | 

The Monthe herewith 
awaked, durſt not for ſome 
tyme impart this yition vn-! 
to any, as icaring lictle cre-| 
dit would be given vnto; 


it, yarill at length, the 


Oz {icknes 


Ee Ati 


neereS. Y/, enefrids VP ell tor X 


| | 
| 
| 
} 


"_ «LS. om. th — —— —_— ——_— _ —_— 
———_——— —— ———— 
* + % 
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[[Gicknes and grear dattemper 
(of his deare Brother lamen- 
ably fill increaſing, chari- 
rably moued him to ſpeake 
thereof vnto his brethren, 
who preſeatly belieuced the 
ſame and rhatit was 6, FVe- 
nefride herſelie who had ap- 


[peared vnto him. Wherforc 


=} 


their Company to thc for- 
| {ſaid Chappcll, to ſay Maſlc 
accordin aly. the ſicke Moke 


then 1 in Shrewsbury., recouc- 
| 'red his health. 


_ Who ſoone: after this his 


ſending forthwith two of 


at that very inftam, beiag| 


— 


f 
F 
a” 
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niraculous recouery,.came|' 
hinſelfe in perſon, vnto the], 
faid Chappell and Well, as|| 
ſhe greatly defired , to giue| 
1God thankes for the ſame;|| 
and after bauing bathed[|| 
himſelfte in the water, and 


alſo druncke therof, he " 


mt. | 
-_ 


fully returned home t 
Shrewsbury perfetly cured: 
ncucr ccafing afterwards to 
be thankefall to God, and | 
che Bleſſed Martyr, for that 
| gracions fauour , by her 
prayers chiefly obteyned, 

| Andnotonly he, bur the| 
reſt of his Brethrea like-| 


O 4 wiſe] | 


— ————w—_— ———— —j — w__ » - = 


7” —o— _ ” RE SR — 
hd 


—_— — 
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| [wile began to-be ſingularly 
|deuoted vnto her , and la- 
boured dy all meanes poſſ1- l 
ble ro get ſome particle of| | | 
(her Virginall facred Body 
vnto them. 


—Þ 
__— 
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| 


—_— 


———— 


" _ — 
ns mnt ——_— 


CHAP. VIII. 
| 


| Of the earneſt defire which the | 
Abbot & Monkes of Shre wl- | 


| - bury had to get the body off 


S. VVenefride Vnto them:|| 
| Andboy finally after many 
yeares, @ very great aiffi-| 
| culries, they obteyned the 


| ſame. ; 


He Abbot & Monks|| | 
of Shreywsbury, for ma-| 
ny yeares perſiſting in their| 
holy deſires, of getting S.|: 
VVenefrides body, obteyned 
at Icngth in the SR 


"uy reigne| 


——— 


RE —_— 


| EPI 
EI — 
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| jreigne of King Henry the 
firlt a Grant tacrof, bur by 
ircaſon of wars , and many 
tumulrs nappening in that 
|Countrey after this Kings 
'death,it was not cffe&ted vn- 
ill the ſcc6d yearcof King 
Svephen reigne, when as the 
holy Abbot Herbert in acon 

ifulration of his Monkes, or-| 
|ideyned Robert his Prior , to- 
| [pcacher with one Richard, 
a chiefe Monke of the ſame 
{Monaſtery,;to go into VF ales 
{Jabourit.— _ of 
|| Before whoſe going , the 
Tatd Robert , more folicitons 
+ then} || |- 


——— 


——_—_— — 


_—_— Led. Ml dc. gt. ow 


— 


Mm 


[coming amogſt the, W her- 
he firſt viſited the Bishop 


was by him dirc&ed to a 


| |Man 3 had ynderftocd the 
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chen others 1a the bulinedle, 
directed diuers letters yato 
friends in /Vates, beſt likely 
therein to aſhiſkt him , who 
promiſed gladly their help, 
& wished bim to haſten his 


forc beginning his journcy 
of Bavgor, in his way, and 


| 


Principall Lord whoraled 


in that Counery , & by hin| 
him very .courtooully ge- 
ccaued. 


As ſoone 25 the N 


4 


cauſe} 


_— —_ ——— 
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cauſe of his coming.: Reue-| || |) 
red Father ( {aid he)] doubt v 
not, but that God, and the [4 
Bleſſed Martyr bath ſent] | |P 
you to tranſlate her holy| I |Y' 
| body, to your Monaſtery, 
[ [where it wili be mach more| || [21 
| [honoured then heere in this| | |V 
Countrey it 1s. V Vherfore | Dt 
[|will notonly yield you my[ || |V 
| conſent therennto, but will] || |S! 
| ſend alſo my {cruants rhere- [2 
into afſiſt you. And Gofull P! 
||[man,as ] am, did not my tr 
preſent, and very important] Þ| |W 
buſineſſes, hinder. me , I| | |io 


would preſume to goc with th 
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| 
| (try , and three attendants; 
who going onwards in their 


| 


| | 


| 


OOO RO —— 
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you 1n perſon, arid with my 
vaworthy handes, deliuer 


you . 


 VVich: which gracious 


wards the Saints Sepulcher, 
bcing ſcauen in number, to 


Shrewsbury & Cheſter, Richar 
the Monke , with a godly 
Prieſt borne 1n that Coun- 


iourncy,.not far from Gui- 
therine: they met with a man| 


i. 


that 


—————— OO on on oO” Oo On — — ——_— — — w_—  — 


thoſe ſacred Reliques, and| 
Pledge of Sanctity, vato| 


anſwere they departed to-| 


- 


—— 


———_——_ ov. rr 


wit , the two Priours off] 
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thar tonid them, how the! 
Inbabitants ctherabour , ha- 
eng heard of their com- 
minge, were excecdingly 
troubled thereat, and abſo-| 
ffutely reſolued to hinder] 
jcfrem 1n their prerence, and} 
fnot to fuffer the chiefe 
Saint, & Patroneſle of their 
{Countrey , by ſtrangers to 
be carried away from them. 
And ( faid he ) from chis 
jheir refolution generally 
fraken , no favour or power 
of any man linimg:, will be 
tabtcro draw them. 

__ Fhele words being plai-| 


ncly} 


- Cn CTIA war lt a——_—s 


dt 
. 


| 
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nely and amcercly ves; 
very much troubled Prios! 


| 


Robert and his compantansy] | 
all that night; but yer pray- | 
ing all rogeather, and bum- 
bly cranivg Gods direction 
& albftace 1a their inteded 
bufines, they neuertheleſle| 
aducntured "- proſecute 
their 1 tourncy,, & comming 
the next day necrc to the] 
place , Prior Robert chought 
y go00d to remaine bimlelfe 
r| | [in a Farmers houſe , pri-| 


uatly lodged thatnight,and 
to ſend KS Prior of Cheſter 
and the other Prieſt to Gui- 


| FE er 


"ot 
4 


| 


| 


= £0) Sw © TT wh 2 


| 


_v 


WT. DT 
Un » 


tm 


ti 


[one of his company, a good 


cherine before him , as men 


that Country . 

After they were gone , 
Prior Robert , riſing as his 
cuſtome was by night ro ſay 
his mattins, was certified by 


deuour man,thata glorious 
Virgin had = that 
night to him, bidding .him 


coeto bis Prior, & tcil him 


of good comfort, becaulc he 


should 1oyfully and proſpc- 


couſly , cffe& the bulines 


[224 ' The Admirable life 


|| 


well borne, and knowne in| 


from her, that he should be| 


which he came for, by the] | 


_ help 


Of 8. W enefride. 225| 


help of her, Whole honour 


the hath G particularly 
[ought,; and nauing accep- 


ted of his holy intention , 
will1oyne alſo with him, in 
the performance therof, 


a4 n— 
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' 


i CHaP. i. 


} 
| How Prior Robert bimſelfe| 
had a viſron, whereby be Pu- 
|| derſtood, chat he should ob- C 
|] reyne the body of S. Wene- Cl 


—__— T” _ 


fride 5 and carry it onto tl 
| Shrewsbury with him. [1 
| {o 
» | 
| He Prior much com- 
NY » ; . 
forted with the rela-| D 


| tion of the viſion which his} h 
[{eruant, as before had made = 
'Vato hs! began to ſlumber ye 
atter his Marcin ended , & ly 


{1n his ſlcepe ſeemed to ſee 2 
holy Abbot of his owne| 


Mona- 


OO I” — cu 


(hatch ben by vs, for many 
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Monaſtery , Called Godfrey, 
who ſome yeares before in a 
good old age, and great ſan- 
ity of life was happily diſ- 


ceaſcd,vttering theſe words| 


comfortably vnto him. Bro- 
ther Robert. feare not of fay- 


ling in your intent , but be 


of good cheere, hos we shal 
oucrcome ſuch as shall op- 


poſe vs therein, 
helpe , and obreyne what 


yearcs tO vearher ſo earneft- 
ly defired . 

W hich ſaid, he vanizhed 
preſently away , leauing rhe 


SEED 


7 "18 Prior| 


_———— 
4 M——— 
"— 


by Gods|| 


| 


th 
ttt 
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| [Prior ful! of good hope, ro k 
obteyne that, which his 
If peach imported; ſo as in the 
morning, he comfortably: 
| [declared to thoſe who were 
with him the viſion he had 
allo receaued , and willed 
them bebo ro prepare 
preſently for their iourney. 
Bur before they wereready,]| | | 
jÞ meſlenger came fromthe 
other ?rior purpoſely ſent, 
to haſten them forwards &| 
'ro certifie them withall,that 
[Almighty God , and the 

[Saint herſeife had diſpoſed) h; 
all things, 1o proſfperouſly,| | |; 


by. 


——_ 


 _—_ 


for 


— 
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 "—— 


for them, that they should 
[not returne without obtey- 
ning what they deſired. 

| This joyfull meſlage re- 
ceaued, they went on, mou 
making what ſpeede they 
could , they came carly in; 
the morning to the Church 
[Where S. YVenefrides body] 
[was certainely interred, and; | 
hauing for a while at her| 
Shrine deuoutely prayed ,| | 
che chiefe Prieſt of che Pa- | 
rish came in, and courteoul- 
1y ſalured them, as they did. þ 
bim likewiſe in a very hum- | 
ble manner ,  earneſtiy in-! ; 


— O—__—_ 


— mmm er — [ 


239 © The Admirable life 

treating him withall, to be 
theic charitable helper, in 
carrying away the Saintes 
body with them, to aplace 
where it should be more 
magnificently interred then 


| 


noured, by multitades of 


people, deſirous to haue ſo 
(ſacred a Treaſure repoſed a- 
mongſt them, 


(there itwas, and daily ho-| 


| 


» 


— 


_— 


How the Parisch Prieft cour- 
feouſly condeſcended to their 


quelt,and courteoully touidj 
them , thac he for his part, 
would cafily granat what 
they delired of him, as ha- 
uing had for ſometyme be-|! 
fore,the will of God, ana of || 
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CHAP. XA, 


| 


defire , as haung byn before 
hand dnely frepared , to 
aelmer the body of S, Wene-|| 
fride onto them . 


He good Prieſt pa-|| 
tiently hard their re-| 


w 


Pa the}! 


Fm. 


euwdw 


 C_—_— 
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_— —_— 


you. 


| then a ſleepe , and fully Wa-| 


cad time when 1 was much 


the ſacred Virgin herlelte, 


intimated vnto him, as now 


( ſaid he) | shall bricfly rel! 


On Eaſter Eue laſt, 
watching ail night in this 
place, had a viſion which 
exceedingly aftrighted me, 
for a beautifull young man 
appeared vato me, ſcarſely 


kening mc, bad me riſe. To 
whome I anſwered, thar it. 
Was not as yer tyme to bes 
gin mattins, and lo he left 
me. But returning the le- 


\ 2 OM 


more! 
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more then before ſoundly a- 
fleepe, he bad me riſe as tie 
had done before . W hereu- 


pon becing very heauy, 1 
rould him, that I would riſe 


in due tyme, and coucring 
my head with my cloake,' 


returned to ſlcepe agaynce 
But he , returning the] 


hird ty me vnto.me , pulled, 
away my cloake with great 


force, willing meto follow! 


very much aGrighreds and! 


fiagar cowards | It, and ſaid: 


© 7 ASE 


comming .to the Virgins 
Shrine; he pointed with his; 


| Pp F Note 


_— —_—_——— — 


- —_— — — A "© —— _—_—— 
» 


ONO. x ror ar pr am— — 4 


|; 


him quickly, as | did , being| | 


— —— ———_ - 


——— 


is... nn nn es” eohyen” 


| 


{body with them, hinder 
them notin their holy de-| 


[ {contrary to what | heere di- 
| 


iſt cknes , to punish thy diſo- 


——— 
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[Note this piace well, & my 
wotds allo, whereby I do 
command cheer if ſome 
moneths hence any perſons 
come to ope this Sc pulcher, 
& to carry away he Saintes 


fine, but alltiit chem in all 
_ maiſt, leaſt by dooing 


uinely foretell thee, ſome 
painefull & vedemcdiable 


bedicace, do happen vnto| 
thee . And hauing vtte- 
red theſe words, this Angel, 


—— 


as] 


| 


as Ichinke he was Yanished 


of pe W enefride. . 235] | 


away.So as I wil not faile for 
my part,to help you in your 
purpoſe, by perſuading 0- 
thers alſo , who are owners 
of this village, to yield wil- 
lingly the Saints body: and 
for this narpoſe 1 haue or- 
deined ? wa. to come them- 
ſelues hither vnto you. 


I 


| 


| 


| frids Body; andbow their 
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CHAP. SL. 


The Priours ſpeach onto the 
people aſsebled mm the Church, 


| about obteyning ther leaue 
70 cartty away S. Wene- 


conſent was finally obteyned. 


vers allembled, by an Inter- | 


He Priour ſceing the 
people in great num-| 


preter tould them , that he| 


and his Companions were! 
come, divinely warranted, 4 


| {fo procure of them S. Pre: | 
nefrids Dody , chat in their] 


[ 


>... OCOES o oe WwRm—s WW 


| 
| 
| 


j-- 


one only amongſt them op- 


| 


Citty,and Monaltery much 
deuoted varo her, it might 
more the 1t could be there; 
honoured and refpetted; & 
the Blefled Virgin Martyr 
nerlelfe (ſaid hejas your Pa- 
{tour heere partly knoweth) 
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hath by many viſtons ma- 


nifelted her willingnes here- 


unto , and will not be plea- 
ſed with ſuch as shall dare 
heerein toreſilt her. To 


which ſpeach of his, they 


gently harkened, and be-| 


came inclined thereby to 
graunt what he requeſted: 


— —— cc 


Gee Ae ee On OOO OO 
> 


| 
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[of that Saint, who had lined 


that place, leauing her reli- 


poſed himfelfe, and clamo- 
rouſly rould chem in pre-| 
ſence of the reſt, that they 
Should neuer be depriued, 
by his will, of fo ſacred a 
Treaſure, as was the body 


holily, and dyed happily in 


ques to be honoured by 
them-, no lefſe then they| 
had bet by their Anceſtors 


[tyme, by miracles, appro- 


beforc the » Allmighty| 
{God haujng from tyme- to 


ned rhe pious Jeuocion off 
people rowards them. - 


This! 


— 
0& 


- 


——_———_ 


This paſſionate boldncs 
jof che man much troubled 
the Prior ,ſo as to ſtop his 
mouth, nod gaync his con- 


c6pany co give him money; 
very largely, by which he, 
was ſoaltered,as that others] 
'not knowing the reaſon of| 
his change ( carefully from 
them conccalcd ) wondered 
therear; and impurting the] 
operation wrought by God| 
and the Saint , began to 
yield their owne conſents 
ſomewhat more willingly, 


| 


ſame to ſome miraculous 
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ſent, hs cauſed one of _ 


then! 
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|ithen before, and hoally at- -f 


{ter many conſuliions paſ-| 
| [led among themlclucs, at 
Flaſt they all fully a vreed, &} 
[conſented that Sy Saintes 
body $hould be preſently 
| [taken vp, and deliucred de- 
jecatly vato them. 

| . For which reſolution the 
[Prior and his companions 
{very hartily & courteouſly 
[ganc them thankes,& with- 
out any delay deft red to en- * 
| jterthe holy lle , wherin the| | | 
[Saintes Shrine had ben for r: 
many ages deuoutely viſit-| | |: 
ted by holy Pilgrims, and|} [y 


_ many 
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many wondertull cures v- 
[pon diſcaſcd perſons fre- 
quently performed. 

Neither did they find 
her body there alone, but 
many holy bodies both of 


men and women allo were 


without the place of their 


porch, wherein the people 


found Jying by it; hauing 
buriall, a woodden lardge! 


vied to kneele and pray ; 


eſteemed allo ſacred of it 


|(ſelfe for this continnall mi- 


racle, that if any beaſt came 


ynto it, it preſently. dyed; & 


mm. 


i 


| 


| 


to feed of the grafle necre| 


| 


-—m——_ 


Q men}, 
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| (2 42 | The Aamirable life | 
men themſelues exemplarly 
punished, if at any ryme| | 
| |rhey committed any Irre- 
nerencc, or vaſcemly thing 
thercin . 
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How a certaine 194n hal "_ 
exemplarly punished , 
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OO _ 


| 


yeares before the et 


comming to Guitherine , 
for offering to cut doyrne 4 

-branch of an old Oake which 
grew neere the Martyrs 
Shrime , ſeruing for a «hade 
ro the Pilzrimes reſorting 
thither ; and how be was by 


S. Wenetride miraculouſly 
releaſed . 


MG@NGST frequent 
& very evident mi- 


| O—_ — . 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
Q 2 racles 


I 


em 


_— 


happened , was vnto the 


— 
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racles wrought at Guitherin 
Church, by S. VVenefride ,| 


and other Saintes there in-| 
ecrred,, this one as treshly| 


} 


|[not ſometimes enter into 


| | the 


CHEIPI—_ 


Prior and ial companions 
thus certainely recounted. 

| A certaine labouring| 
man two yeares beforc,pre- 
ſumed, for ſome vic, to cut 
downe a bough of an old 
'Oake . growing neere the 
Church dore in holy groad 
yielding allo a conuenient 
[Shade , and shelter to ſuch 
ena pilgrimes as could 


CO —_Yy 
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the Church Foe the Con- 
courſe of people , but were| 
forced ro [tay vithous; and'\ 
| (pray vader it : Who had 
| | '/no ſooner ftrooke his Hat-| 
chet into the bough , bur] | 
lit became therein ani 
| jucably fixed, and his whole| | 
| [hand and arme did like- 
] have cleaue fo faſt vnto the 
| | [handle of the hatchet, that] 
they ſeemed to hauc grown 


|| jvato it, & by no force were; 
4 


| 


|| [able to be remoued. 


-; The poore man hnding| 


If [himſclſe jn_rhis diftreſſe;|| 


|| [cried out for help, which his' 


| js. 3 neigh- | 


Ml __—_—_ b 
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him. W herfore by their ad- 
uiſe he began to repenthim| 


neighbours hearing ; they 
came running tothe place, 
bur fhading "ke in that 
molt pircifull plight , ſtood 
amazed at the miracle, as 
not able any way to help 


of his fault, and humbly 


beſought, amoglit the other 
Saints , $./Venefrid to help 
"Wn The reſt alſo ioyning 
in like prayer with him, 
after they had cryed aloud 


nefride fake pitty on him , his 
hand \ was preſently looled 


—_—— TO In I 


— 


| 


jand all cogcather, Holy Ye: : 


az from 


VERO —— _ = 


x] 


| wo) Co gy ERS DE ae ner 


— 


MEM. h 
[ration to the Saint. They 
shewed allo vato Priour 


jall much renerenced that 
holy place, 


miracics{o duinely graccd.| 
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from the hatchet, and his 
arme to all freedome reſto- 
_ | 

W hich cuident miracle] 
ſecne by the people, they re- 


newed their wonted venc- 


Robert and his companions, 
the Cut which the man had 
made in the branch of the 
tree, remayning ſtill for a 
ceſtimony thereof : fo as 


with very good reaſon,they | 


| 


by innumerable 


| 
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'  .CHae. Mir. {|| |? 
þ \How Priour Robert 2 the Au- < 
| rbor of this hiſtorte, did bim- | j4l 
FA | /elfe take op the holy body} i 
| of S.VVenetride, and car- 
't 79 it fowards Shrewsbury; 
How alſo im the way , he 
wrought a miracle by ſome 
BREs the earth , found in the 


| Holy head of that _ 
j Martyr, 

| 

| 


| 
Rior Rofert Hauin g had] 
''F a generall leaue from 

| the P altour of the Church' 


; | 


| and his parishioners to take 


| vP| 


—. 
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vp the -Saintes body , "went 
downe without a guide in-|} 
to her Tobe or Sepulcher , 
and by an interiour light,] 
communicated then diui 
ncly vnto him, knowing 
where it lay, canked the 
'Tombeſtone to be remo-! 
ucd, and labourers to digge| 
wards the body; which | 
when they had found . the! 
Prior cauſing them to \goe| 
forth out of the Vault, he' 
only with ſome Prietts at 
Religious perſons , ſtayed j 
behind , linging plalmes of 
loy dcuourely rogeather, & 


i; B22: 6M 


Q J ta-) | 
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| raking vp the holy bones, 
jtogearher with the next 
cArtn that Jay about them,} 
he cauſed them to be put 

into 2 fine linnen Cloth, 
'Iiwhich he had brought _ 
{that purpole,& lo deuoutly 
__ them togeather. 


k Y 


Witch which holy Bur- 
den, after he had hartily 
thanked the Paltour of the 
(Church, & thereit of thole 
ilnhabitants, for ſo ſacred a 
| 4 realure belted vpon| 
{jhim, he with his Company 
rode that night backwards 
{in their iourney , and being 
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Si | (lodged by an honelt Far-| 
xt] | |mer1in their way,they heard 
nf a man in ſome remote part 
ut] | 'of the houſe piceifully ro 
1,] | |groanc, andoften cry out 


or! | \through the painefullnes 
ly | !of his ficknes. Wherefore| 


dtd. 


- | | |the good Priour enquiring | 
r-| | where was, went to viſit 
lyl | [him — commilerating his 


calc , tooke a little warer 
and bleſſed it, putting ther- 
into a little SG the earth 

| [which he found in 8. VV ene-| 
yi | |frids head, & cauſed the] 
ds party tO drinke it; which|| 


1 was no ſooner paſſed downe|| 


A 
di into|| 


PEE "ES ——— _ - 
EPI _— i —_— _ 
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danngerous and paincfull 
|infirmity perfectly reco- 
[ucred. 


Miracle , the credit of chole 
ſacrcd reliques, to the oreat 
|ioy of the Priour himleite 


into the ficke mans ſto- 
mack, but he fe 1] ſoundly a- 
lecpe, and when he aWa- 


ked, found himſelfcof lis: 


| 


By which moſt cuident 


and his companions , was 
diuinely confirmed , and 
the deuotion of all preſent 
towards them increaſed . 
Others alſo there preſenc 
did learne from thence , 


—whar 


afterwards vato them. i 
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what due veneration & re-| 
uerence was to be yielded|. 
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How Priour Robert , after 
ſeauen dayes tourney , arri-| 
| ung with the ſacred Relti- 
'| ques art Shrewsbury , Was 
| by hits Abbot commanded to 
| place them is S. Giles his 
| Church neere the gate of that 
| Citty , vutill all was ready| 
| for their ſollemne receauing 
't zo the Monaflery : VVith 
anotable miracle which hap- 
pened m that place. 


TY Rior Robert & his com- 
pany in ſcauen dayes| 
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ſure to Shrewsbur y ; and hae» 


uing before giuen notice 


to the Abbot of their ll 


proach, they were willed by 


p__ ro ſtay, and repole the 
ſame decently in S.Gzles his; 


the Citty, that the Lord Bi- 
Shop and his Clergy, with 
the reſt of the people might 


be warned therof,and in fol- 


lene proceſſion bring them 


to the Monaſtery, 
And for the greater honor 
of them 1 in thc meane time, 


theſ| 


( 


if 


Charch neere the gate of i 


[ 


ht... Ah 


ended their journey backe 
ſagaine with the ſacred trea- 


—_—_w — 


—_— 
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[the Monks were appointed} 
night and day, in their tur-| 
[jncs, to watch and pray de- 
Juoutely before them , ac- 
|companied alwayes in their 
| [prayers with multitudes of | || | 
| |the people , bartily deligh-| || | 
| [ted at (ſuch vnuſuall T rea- 
[ſures bought vnto them. 
Neither did the Saint faile| Þ | 
by many miraculous cures| | |: 
of ſick perſons, to rcquite| 
this her deuoutentertayn- 
ment; one amongſt the reſt 
| [was eſpecially noted, and fo 
great a one indeed , as it de- 
| [ſerueth heere to beparticu- 


= larlyi 


et th 
—_—— 


1 


| 


and miraculous cures, fre-| 
quently wrought by chow 
at S. Giles Church , defired 
to be carried thicher cad ſet 
before the Aultar whercon| 
the Sacred Reliques were| 


placed. Where after hc had] 


Of S. W enefr1de. 2 2 57| 
larly recounted , wrought! 
vpon a younge man , who} 
had layne long miſcrably! 
liſeaſed, and ſo 1n his limbs| 
contrattcd, that he could 
not tand,or life vp his head 
from his knees , trowardes| 
heauen . 

This man UII with] 
the fame of theſe Reliques 


| 


R 


prayed! 


FRI 


ee et 
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prayed all the night that 
| God through the merits &; 
prayers of greatS.VYevefrid, 
would be plcaled to cure 


— 


_ - ” _ 


morning into a ſlumber and 
lbefore the Prieſt came to 
ſay the firſt maſle, he was to' 
the wonder of all prefent, 


wiſe , perfectly cured, and 
made Whole; ſo as after he 
had ſoaded forth thankeful 
—_—_ to God & the holy 
[Martyr, be returned with- 
out help of others ioyfully 
homewards on his feet. 


[him , be fell rowardes the} 


& of the whole City hke- 


—.. CHAP, 


DD. 


b- Of S. Wenefride. 


CHAP. XV. 
VFith what ſolemnity & pompe 


brought onto the Abbey- 
Church of Shrewsbury : 
And of a (trance Miracle 
which happened thereat . 


THE former miracle 
T increaſed much the 
fame. of theſe holy Reli- 
ques brought into the Cit- 
ty , and the opinion alſo 
of S.VVenefrids ſanity , ſo 
that the cocourte of people 
was very great, daily hono- 


—T 
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— 


| | 


S. Wenefrides body was| 


Tz60 The Admirable life | 
ring the holy Virgin in| 
chem. Priour Robert in the 
\meane tyme hauing by or- 
der of his Abbot, treated 
with the Bishop about the 
ſolemnity of bringing her 
body tro S.Giles his Church 
[jtro the Monaſtery ; it was a- 
\[grced berweene them, that 
{the people of the Citty and 
Country likewiſe should be 
(warned of the certaine day 
whe this ſolenirty shou!d bel 
kept, and the Bishops bleſ- 
 [fing & indulgences for {uch 
a fealt promulgated, to all 
that should be preſent in 


E- thel 


” 
— 


a — DC RY” 
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the proceſſion. 
Whereupon, the throng 


of people kneeling on ech 


{ide of the ſtreetes & shed- 


them , was ſo great, that it 


tefull their deuortion was ro 
God, and to the Saint thus 


dent miracle in the ſighg.0 
all, worthy hcere to be rc- 
lated, 

The morning wherein 
this ſolemne proceſſion was 


RK 3. to 


ding teares of ioy for ſuch a 


blethng , brought amonglt; 


WAS A . to lee how ora-! 


ored by them. Ar which 
TH 


lryme allo hapned an cui- 


| 


£: | 
| 


| 


m_—_—_ — — 
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to be made , beoan to be All 


oucrcall with darke clouds, 


threatning preſent rayne, 
which nad it fallen, would 
rl cauſed no doubt great 
nibers to hauc withdrawne 
themſclues , for feare of 
ſpoyling theit belt and co- 
{tly apparell, and ſo hanc 
leflencd the ſolenity inten- 
ded , But the Godly, and 

Religious Monkes, togea-|' 
ther with che whole Clergy 
[moſt carneitly beſought the 
Diſpoſer of all ſcaſons and 
[tymes, to graunt them dry 


[weather for the. comfort of 


— CC 


O—— 


| pood| 


he —_—_—_—_—___——_——— Rs... 


G ;0n at leaſt were ended. 


raine fell in all other places 


where the body paſſed:ſo as| 
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good people,and honour of 
his Sajnt, vntill the procef- 


And cheir prayers to this 
effect; became lo cfieuall 
with bis diuine Majeſty, 
that ajthough abundant of 


of the Citty, and helds a- 
bour it: ; yer no one droppe 
thereof fell in the ſtrectes 


all the people preſent, welt! 


et. 


out of the cloudes,to hange|| 


greatly amazed to behould 
mayne $howers, as it were, 
of riyne, aiready. powred 
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miraculouſly in the ayre, 
[ouer their heads, and yet be 
kept from falling downe 
vpon them,till the folemni- 
ty was ide; and therfore 
they redoubled their prailes, 4 
ito God, and to the Saint, as| 
A rho of this. great mi-| 
; racle wrought euidently be-| 
| fore their face; gn 
The Proceſſion ended 
and the Bishop and Prieſts 
arrived with the Reliques 
at the Monaltery , 
were by the Abbor ; _ 


| 


. 
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— — — 


they 


his Religious, as lewells g- 
;boue. all valew, 


moſt IC- 


Ucrent- El 


1 
| 


| 


| 


— —— 


I” 


a> bond =@ = A £2 my] ) py XK = | Jp = 


— 


|many apparent miracles for 


po TY 


i... 
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the high Aultar , dedica- 
ted to S. Peter and S. Paul, 
magnificently placed, where 


the help of ſoules and bo- 


[| [dics, are, to Gods great ho-| 


nour glorified in his Sain- 


—— 


— 


ucrently receaued , & vpon 


tes, daily performed: whoſe 


2nd euer. Amen. 


Name be prayſed for cuer| 


| 


| 


—_— 
——__—_—__ 
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CHAP. XV I. 


[The Conclufion, of the Tranſa- 
| Tour, onto this ſecond Booke 
of S. Weacirids Life, and 
Miracles. 


May ſay heere of 8. VFe- 
nefrids miracles (of thoſe 
 lacer eſpecially wrobght in 


[Shrewsbury v pon {uch as ho-| 


noured the daint, and were 
cured by the vertue of her 
reliques ) what S. Auguſtine 
in his 22. Booke of the Citry 


of God, and 8,Chapter, hath| 


left. written of ablind man} 


| 


mira- 
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miraculouſly reltored ro|. 
fight, and other like mira- 
[4- cles done at Millan, whilſt 
Kel | the lined there , at rhe noly| 
1d! | 'bodies of S. Geruofus and, 
Protafirs , divinely reucaled; 
and tranflated by S, ambroſe, 


| 


” to another pl Rt as $.VVe- 

"| | Inefrids Reliques were from! | 
"lf |Gritherme vato Shr ewsbury ; 
| |thar the Citryzco wit where-| 
[| lin they were done , granazs| | 
* erar,07 wmmenſo populo teſte res| | 


5 eſta. eff, was great, and ati| 
Al Cmenſe c6courſe of people | 
able to teſtifie the verity of 
— || jthem. Soas 5 he muſt want! 


— Ss allli 


— — 2 D—_— + Re -o ate -oow ———_ - a —_—_—_— 


| jfor very shame haue writ- 
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jall bumane tayth , 'and be 
[obſtinatly 


willfull , who 
shal refule to belieue them. 

Moreouer } adde, that 
the Author writing this h1- 
ſtorie, and publishing the 


{fame Shortly after thele mi- 
racles were done, & in the! 


ſame Citty allo; would not 


ren vntruly of them , ſince 
not only the Inhabitants 
therof, but himlſelfe -like- 
wiſe, certainely had ſcene 
and knowne them. 

Bur, as S. Auguſte com- 
playned of the Gentills in 


i. dt 


—————————— 


| 


his 


MES $. W enefride. 769] 
his time, for not belicuing 


apparent miracles done ar 
SaintsAultars , cuen before 
WalGrudes of wieefirs nd 
vpon perſons , certainely 
knowne ro "gs beoe both 
diſeaſed and cured:ſo may [ 


heare taxe many Proteſtars 


| 


wont to laugh ar ſuch vn- 
doubted relations, though 
neuer (0 anciently: and cer- 


tainely teſtified , by no leſſe 


they viſually giue lictle cre- 


of like increduliry, who arc 


EE 
—_— 


witneſſes then S. Ambroſe, S.' 
Hierome, S. Auguitine, and o-| 
ther holy Fathers,to whom! 


| i 


| dit 


| | 


i —— eas e——e— —_— 


In I tons mor 
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|ditin ſuch Hifſtoricall veri- 
ries,as they will belieue any 
!|Gentill, or Heathen Au- 
chor before them;rhe which 
my ſelfe haue proued by 
many Ex PEriences , and for 
an example, will hcere 
mention one. 

Ic was my chance ſome 
yeares {ince, to be the gueſt 
of a Proteſtant Gentleman 
in England, of eſpecial note 
and ranke jn the Countrey 
wher he liued,who feing me 
{one day fixedly to look vpo 
a faire piQture haging in his] 
Hall , wherein the divers 

| cor- 


- 
4 * . 
_ — — — _ 
, , - II 
——_ 
% . 
4 * 


he Lt — 


| 


__ 


—_— 
—__ 


corments of ſome Primi- 


| 


Y preſented; Syr, ſaid he, who 
[can belicue ( as for my part, 
[ cannot) that men,to men,; 


| 


and for Religion only, cuer 


ties, & more then butcherly 
inhumanities? To whome! 
for clearing of ſo certaine; 
and teſtified a truth, I al- 


; 


Icaged what Tertulian 10, 


ſundry places of his workes 
'S.C 'yprian, S Juſtine the Mar- 
tyr, $. Hierome , S. Ambroſe, 
and other innumerable Fa- 
thers, had either expreſly 


' - 


Tz - h— 
OO In Cm—_—_ Atv Mono ht. eo —_—_ 


| 
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09" , 
tive Martyrs were lively re-(| 


| 


| 


| ; 
| vicd ſuch barbarous cruel-| 


affir-| 
— 
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affirmed ; or fuppoſed - 
theſe Martyrs to: ments, 6 
[thatin bookes cither writ- 
ten to the Martyrs themlſc]- 
ucs,or to Heathen magiſtra- 
tes their Condemners; yet 
{preuayled 1 nothing , ill 
[calling for Tacitus, a Gentill| 
{Author , and melt hatefull 
enemy to Chriſt himlelfe, 
with all ſuch as faithfully 
profeſled him;l shewed this 
||Gcntleman what he had left 
[writren of Nero's cruelty, 
{|vſcd againſt Chriſtians, by 
cauſing them to be put v- 
pon ſtakes in eminct places 


—_—___ 
————— .4 


mm___tt 


| 


| 


| 


ted ynto him, out of the 


holy Fathers; he olainely | 


ee. ee tm A. 
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of Rome , cl2athed in pitche, 
Shirts , with cheir armes ex- 
ended, and lo to be fired in} 
darke nights,as torches to 
che Citty ; with other like 


f 


ciled vpon them. 

W hereapon he began to 
credit what his Picture re- 
preſented: and being asked 


licued not bekibe lo many 


againe by me , why he be-| 


reſftimonies which | had c1- 


could me(and it is the com-| 
mon perſual! 10n of Prote- 


>) : | ftants) | 


inhumane torments, exer-|| 


4 
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ſtants } char moſt of the Fa- 
thers were ſuperltitiouſly 
[inclined, and apt ro write 
Fabulous Legenas of Sain- 
res ſufferinges, counterfaite 
Miracles, and the hike , 2s 


| themighach oucrcredulouſly 


belieued them. 


With which preiudice of 


opinion many,l doubtnor, 
willcome to read this life of]: 


—_—_— 


S. V/Venefride, & belicue the 
leſle of it, as of things done 
at home, and long agocin 
our oWne Country Jed ſa- 


| 


bur Gods wiſcdom & power 


ht. et. Al. 


| prentia mſtificara eſt 4  filjs ſtgs,] 


| 


OI —O OI 


—_ — 


| 


mani-{ 


—__L- 


O_o 


of S. W enefride 2 5[ 


| 


—_——— 


| 


'burt as pious. hiſtories pro- 


data Aa MS as how. i. 
- 


1 


manitelted for the ylory vi 
hirmſelfe, in his Saintes , by' 
ſuch miraculous works te-| 
ſtified ynto vs, will by ae-] 
uout Catholiques be pioul: 
ly belicued ; not as pointes 
of fayth , diuinely reucaled, 


Att 


IE 


bably written, and worthy 


| 


for (uch to be credited, | 


Booke. 


| The Endofthe ſecond | 
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cd in this Booke., | 


BE 


” He a Prologue to the! 
life of S. Wenetride. Pag-1. 
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"THE FIRST BOOKE. | 


LET BY 


1 
F $.,Beuno his great ſandity,| | 
and how he vas inſpired by God 

to00 t0 S. Wenefrids Father : and, | 

had his Daughter commendedto his| 
| charges Chap. 1. Pag.9-| | 

How. S. Wenefrids Father did 
my help S.Beuno to build a Church and 
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How S. Wenefrids Father ap- 
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How S. Wenetiioe vas beheaded! 
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fence ef-: ber V irgiaily. Chap. 4- 
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Hy Cradocus for his wicked 
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CHAPTERS. 
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[from her. Chap.s. Pag 72- 
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ind initructed them in the practici 
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Of the ereat fame of S. Wene-: 
tfrides ho! Lynes 0 tife: and of the gift 
che (ent vnto her maiiter S. Beuno. 
Chap. 10. ag.87, 
How S. Wenefride had the Jeath 
[of her maiſter S.Beuno renealed vp 

[to her: and ſoone after coanced th 

[place of her abaad. Chap.11. pa.g4- 
| How S. Wenefride was diuunct 
[diredted in her journey to a holy may 
called Deifer , yho was choſen 0 of 
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God to be ' er divectour in place of S. 
Tots] 
How $S Deiter ſent S. Wenefride 


for further Dr»cftion of her life , to 


Beuno. Chap. 12. 


Tas Tinsr 


tl 


PS 


anotier holy man called Saturnus. 


Pag-107. 
How S«Saturnus after he had re- 


Chap. 1 3. 


ceaued S. Wenefride » ſent her to} 
the Holy Abot Elerius to be fur- 


ther is:ſlracted in the Will of God. 


Chap. 14. 


P48 
| How S. Elerius brought S. Wene- 
tride to a Monaſtery of holy Virgins, 


by 


ad placed her there amongit lhem. 


pag. 117 
How S. Wenefride behau:d bw 


Chap. 15. 


ſelfe in the Monaſtery ; where ber 


zreat [antimony of t: fe Was ſoone 
diſcovered. Chap.16. 


to 1s done Religious Brethren , and 
other people, the great fSanctity of 


pag. 126, 


How S.Elerlus made hone Un- 


Alta. cot 4 


S. We. 
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E- Oy CruaPraxs. 


S.Wenefride. Chap.17: Page13 2 | 
F | | 
| Hov S.Wenefride yas made Ab-t 


[eſſe of the Whole Monaſtery by S. 


Elerius, aud gonerned the ſame in 


| 


pag. 138. 


people had of CY Wenefrides ho- 


che Wrought in her Monastery , by 


Chap. 19. 
Hoy S. Wenefride Was forvar- 
ned of her death, and acquainted S. 


Chap. 2c. pag.150. 
of S. Wenefrides /a#t fucbnes, 


aud her comfort therein; and of her 


pious Exhortation toher ſiiters of the} 
Monaſtery. Chap. 1. 


Pag-157. 
Of S. Wenefrides happy death 


| and buriall : and of ſome Miracles 


—__ 
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Ss wrought 


all piety to her dying day. Chap.18.| | 


of the high EfFeeme all ſorts of 


lines of life; & of the Miracles which | 


Curing all manner of diſeaſes . | 
Page 144: 


| 


[Elerius , and her fofters therevith.}| 


| 


| 


— 


Tus Tanty 


vroaght prefently at ner Sepuicher ; 
wdof the death of S. Eleris alſo. | 
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